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THE PROSPECTS OF THE MISSION. 


Ir is said there is a tide in all 
human affairs, which, when wisely 
improved, leads on to certain and 
honourable success. This senti- 
ment, alike consistent with reason 
and the acknowledgment of an 
overruling Providence, has been 
found true in the experience of 
many who have succeeded, as well 
as by many who have failed, in 
securing the advantages thrown in 
their way. What is true of indi- 
viduals is equally true in the his- 
tory of nations; and no less so 
in the experience of those smaller 
comniunities established to pro- 
mote the temporal or spiritual 
interests of the human family. 
Such a conjuncture is, in the ap- 
prehension of the writer, ap- 
proaching, in reference to mis- 
sionary operations ; andit becomes 

«the dictate of spiritual wisdom to 
know the signs of the times, to 
watch the openings of providence, 
that we may work while it is day, 
lest the night come when no man 
can work, 

That this sentiment may receive 
abundant confirmation, it is only 
necessary to sit down and read 
the early reports of our Mission- 
ary Societies, and then imme- 
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diately take up one of its latest 
publications, and we cannot but 
be struck with the wide contrast 
exhibited, not so much in the 
few instances of conversion from 
ignorance and idolatry that have 
already occurred, as in the whole 
atmosphere of society in refer- 
ence to Missionary efforts, both 
at home and abroad. The day 
of “apologies for Christian Mis- 
sions” has long since passed 
away: their utility is a matter 
perfectly conceded, except by a 
few dark and prejudiced minds 
that lie beyond the region of 
either mental or spiritual itlumi- 
nation. In the east this change 
in the general feeling of society 
towards Christianity is very re- 
markable, The individual who has 
been conversant with the Mission 
from its early history, and whose 
sensibilities have fluctuated with 
its prospects, cannot fail of recol- 
lecting numerous occasions when 
hopes, apparently well-founded, 
haye been dissipated in the result. 
Indeed, all through our Missionary 
history we have imagined, every 
now and then, that we discovered 
the symptoms of a loosening and 
giving way in the system of idol- 
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atry, of a relaxation in the power 
of superstition over the public 
mind ; but, in toomany instances, 
our imaginations have been de- 
ceived, or our wishes have been 


the handmaid to our senses, or- 


our faith. At the present time, 
however, he must be an incre- 
dulous or prejudiced spectator, 
who cannot discern symptoms of 
decrepitude and decay in the 
superstitions of India, and a genial 
preparation going on in the public 
mind, highly favourable to a re- 
ception of the Gospel of the Son 
of God. The recent intelligence 
from the east, and the testimony 
of those who have lately left that 
sphere of labour, abundantly 
confirm this impression. At the 
early age of the Mission, nearly 
every effort not only originated, 
but was supported, from home ; 
at the present period, however, 
the far greater portion of pecu- 
niary aid is supplied by friends to 
the cause on the spot. And if 
we refer to the condition of the 
native population, and recollect 
the length of time which the libe- 
ral system of education adopted 
by the Missionaries has been in 
operation—the ‘evidence of their 
disinterestedness accumulated by 
every interview; when we see 
whole villages apparently moving 
towards the gospel, and manifest- 
ing no hostility to those who 
openly profess it; and recollect, 
at the same time, that every fresh 
convert renders the path of each 
succeeding one less onerous and 
difficult ;-- surely it does not 
augur an over sanguine dispo- 
sition, to anticipate that the tri- 
umph of missionary enterprise is 
not far distant. ‘* Look abroad 
on the fields; for they are white 
already unto the harvest!” 

If, however, feelings of this 
order are applicable to the East, 
much more appropriate are they 
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to the condition of society in 
our Western colonies. Little more 
than twelve months have elapsed 
since a dark and ominous cloud 
rested upon that deeply inter- 
esting portion of Christian effort. 
For a season the enemy had been 
permitted to enjoy, almost unim- 
peded, his persecution of the 
church of God; and the delirium 
of his success was exhibited in 
the banishment of unoffending 
missionaries—in the desecration 
and demolition of Christian 
temples—and in the mangled 
remains of unoffending innocence. 
Those who were not sacrificed as 
victims to cruelty were scattered 
abroad as sheep without a shep- 
herd ; and to this hour itis feared 
many a hungry and thirsty soul 
has never been permitted to hear 
the consoling accents of a mis- 
sionary’s voice, to cheer and ani- 
mate him under his unmerited 
sufferings. But what a year has 
passed over our heads! The 
persecuted and banished mission- 
ary, no longer permitted to soothe 
the captive in the house of his 
bondage, has come back to his 
native land with a heart full of 
the wrongs endured by his sable 
brother and sister abroad; he 
has gone through the length and 
breadth of the land crying against 
the abomination of slavery; and 
what is the result ? The indignant 
and omnipotent voice of the 
British public has consigned sla- 
very to destruction, and the arm 
that was lifted against the church » 
of God falls down, unnerved and 
impotent! That ‘slavery cannot 
thrive where Christianity is per- 
mitted, and therefore Christianity 
must be banished from the land,’ 


‘was the cry of the planter :—to 


this sentiment the Christian Mis- 
sionary most warmly responds, 
‘Christianity is inconsistent with 
Slavery, and therefore slavery 
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must be banished from the earth.’ 
Itis fairly a war of extermination ; 
but who had imagined it would 
have been so easily won; and 
won, we trust, without any further 
shedding of blood or infliction 
of human misery? 

But that to which it becomes 
the Christian philanthropist more 
particularly to draw his attention 
is the new state of society intro- 
duced by the destruction of sla- 
very and the liberation of its 
victims. Perhaps it is not pos- 
sible to conceive a greater change, 
in the condition of a rational 
creature, than the transition froma 
state of positive slavery to that 
of entire freedom. Those sud- 
den changes of which we have 
sometimes heard, when individuals 
have emerged from a condition of 
poverty to that of riches, or from 
disgrace to honour, as, from their 
nature, they can only be compara- 
tive, cannot, in ordinary cases, be 
expected to produce any very 
sudden or violent emotions; 
though there have been instances 
in which the effect of such a 
sudden transition has been to 
overbalance the rational powers, 
and reduce the subject to a state 
of idiocy. But what must be 
the feelings of the man who, in 
his condition of slavery, could 
not call his life his own—who 
could lay no other claim than that 
of sufferance to his time, his pro- 
perty, his wife, his children, his 
religion,—when, on a sudden, he 
finds himself in full possession 
of them all, and with as good a 
title anda better right than the mer- 
ciless tyrant who has heretofore 
held them at his bidding! If, in 
any condition of society, the re- 
straining influence of the grace 
of God is needed, will it not be 
pre-eminently required in this? 
When once the heavy and dead- 
ening weightof slavery.is removed, 


the elements of character will at 
once bound into an atmosphere 
of freedom, and very much of 
the future character of this 
new-made race of men, will be 
determined by the primary influ- 
ence to which they are exposed. 
If this is of a deleterious and 
demoralizing character, the poor 
deluded creatures will almost un- 
consciously fall victims to it; 
whereas, if the genuine doctrines, 
the peaceable and _ restraining 
precepts of the Gospel are the 
first sounds that salute their ear, 
they will meet with a ready re- 
ception, as imto an unoccupied 
enclosure ; and especially when 
these new-born sons of freedom 
come to know that it is to the 
influence of gospel truth on the 
minds of their friends they owe the 
privileges which they now enjoy. 

This, then, is the field which 
is opened to the Christian world. 
Eight hundred thousand of our 
fellow-creatures are cast upon 
our compassion in this precise 
condition. Itis as if the rational 
and immortal principle was in- 
fused into a million of human 
beings who never had it before. 
For ages and generations they 
have been treated as beings with- 
out souls,—as not capable of the 
religious affections,—as possessed 
of no title to the pity or the love 
of the God who made them; and 
hence, on more than one occasion, 
when the poor pious negro has 
been overheard by his heartless 
tyrant, commending his family 
to the care of Heaven in family 
prayer, he has been ruthlessly 
disturbed in his devotions, and 
condemned to lawless punishment 
for this act of piety. Blessed be 
God! these days are over: the 
measure of the white man’s cru- 
elties and of the negro’s wrongs, 
so far as our country is concerned, 
is full; and the heart-rending 
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cruelty to which the latter has been 
exposed will form the subject of 
many a volume of negro martyr- 


ology, but will never more be told | 
But to what | 
kind of moral influence shall this | 
numerous. new-born family be | 


as things that are. 


first exposed ? Who will seize upon 
this million of emancipated spirits, 
and conduct them in their first 
walk in the air of freedom? 
Shall we permit the apostles of 
infidelity to occupy the ground 
before us; or the habits of intoxi- 
cation and vice to debase and 
brutalize the heart, and to render 
it impervious to better influences ? 
Or shall we leave it in the hands 
of a secular establishment, patron- 
ized, privileged, and. paid by the 
state?—an establishment which 
would long ago, even in this 
country, have rocked religion and 
morality into the slumbers of the 
grave, had, it not been for the 
busy meddling zeal of sectarian- 
ism. I appeal now principally to 
the members and friends of our 
own denomination, whose mission 
in this sphere has been already 
crowned with such signal success. 
Shall we sit inert and heedless 
because we have not a sufficiency 
of means at command, or of men 
to occupy this wide and fertile 
field of labour ? 

It may be conceived by some 
that indulging in such antici- 
pations as these is at least pre- 
mature; that the plan proposed 
by government does not confer 
absolute emancipation ; and that 
the oppressed slave will not. be 
put ito such a condition of 
liberty as to be exposed to very 
serious temptations. Perhaps in 
some measure this may be the 
case, It is nevertheless certain, 
that, after the steps which have 
been taken, slavery never can 
again erect its head: what may 
be the immediate consequences 
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of the system of legislation now 
adopted, is for the Being above 
only to know; but, whatever at 
may be, an equal urgency will 
arise for the guidance and re- 
straints of true religion. It may 
be that the endeavours proposed 
in this country, with the best in- 
tentions, when brought into con- 
tact with the colonial authorities 
which should carry them into 
effect, may only rouse them into 
a fury fierce and unallayable; and 
that, in sheer madness, they may 
excite another domestic rebeliion 
for the sad purpose of reyenging 
themselves upon their innocent 
victims by the legal power of the 
state. Or a system of procras- 
tination and delay may be acted 
upon, calculated to wear out the 
patience of the almost broken- 
hearted victim of oppression.— 
What remedy can be so adapted 
to prevent ‘‘ hope deferred from 
makiig the heart sick,’ as the 
salutary and consoling truths of 
religion? or what influence so 
preventive of revenge as the pre- 
sence and advice of a missionary ? 

The improvement which is 
about to take place in the tem- 
poral condition of the negro race, 
is so clearly the work of religious 
principle, and in. so great a mea- 
sure traceable to the exertions of 
their religious teachers, that. it 
may be expected the gratitude of 
the emancipated slave will scarcely 
know any bound. The poor negro 
has heretofore regarded his min- 
ister as his friend in distress—“ I 
was in prison, and ye came unto 
me:” he will now hail him as 
his liberator,—as breaking down 
the walls of his unmerited con- 
finement,—as his restorer to all the 
freedom and dignity of man. 
The knowledge of this fact will 
give the missionary a facility of 
access to every liberated bosom, 
unknown to any other adventurer 


The Prospects of the Mission. 


in this field of benevolence. He 
will be regarded as the negro’s 
friend in his season of adversity : 
and, that now happier days have 
dawned upon hin, he will not be 
eyed with any suspicion of sel- 
fishness or interested motive. 
This circumstance will of itself 
open. an immense field for mis- 
sionary enterprise: the ground is 
prepared before us—the hearts of 
the people are open for the truth. 
Could we but enlist a sufficient 
number of zealous, devoted, self- 
denying labourers into this vine- 
yard, the whole of these inter- 
esting islands might be supplied 
with Christian instruction, while 
a ponderous establishment was 
preparing its instruments for the 
service. 

It is obvious, however, that this 
immense field of labour, delight- 
ful as it may be to contemplate, 
is not, like a beautiful landscape, 
to be taken at once with the eye. 
There is much preparatory labour 
to be undergone. Instruction 
cannot be imparted without 
schools, or without teachers. Con- 
gregations cannot be collected 
without chapels, nor churches 
established without pastors.— 
These are not to be found upon 
the spot, but are to be sent from a 
distantland and ata greatexpense. 
It is to procure these labourers, 
and to locate them upon their 
respective stations, that will put 
the zeal of our churches to the 
test.  “‘ Be ye clothed, and be ye 
warmed,” is a poor substitute for 
exertion in a cause like this. 

Among the plans to be adopted 
to meet this great occasion, the 
writer would respectfully suggest 
that, when the day arrives to which 
we have looked with such eager 
anxiety, and when our mission- 
aries may again return, unmo- 
lested, to their sphere of labour, 
a day of thanksgiving be 
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appointed, and held: sacred by 
all the churches in our denomi- 
nation, and as many others as 
choose. Let an early meeting 
of social prayer be appointed; 
at a subsequent service, let the 
pastor of each church give a suit- 
able address; and in the evening 
let a public meeting be held in 
every church, to which all the 
friends of other denominations in 
the neighbourhood may be in- 
vited; at this meeting let a col- 
lection be made in aid of the fund 
for the express purpose of re- 
fitting our missionaries with others 
who may join them, for renewed 
labour in a land so full of 
promise. 

Let this be followed up by a 
personal application to all the 
friends of religion and scriptural 
education both in the establish- 
ment, among the society of friends, 
and other denominations in 
every neighbourhood. Let this 
be entirely separate from the 
usual annual collections for the 
mission, as a separate service, 
and designed for a separate ob- 
ject. Full twenty thousand 
pounds might reasonably be ex- 
pended in the serviceimmediately ; 
and, if heart and hand are set to 
the work, with the earnestness 
which the occasion demands, I 
should not despair of that sum 
being raised. Justice, indeed, 
would suggest that our chapels, 
which have been demolished by 
the hand of lawless violence, 
should be restored at the public 
expense; but let us show the vital 
energy of the voluntary system 
of worship, in not waiting for the 
tardy process of law. Should 
restitution be made at any future 
time, it will always be acceptable, 
and can at any time be profitably 
employed. 

Unconnected as I am with the 
leaders of our mission, I cannot 
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but respectfully suggest that when 
the proper season arrives, a suit- 
able Address should be sent round 
to every church, inviting co-ope-~ 
ration in this good work; and, 
from the knowledge I have of the 
prevailing feeling among many 
of them, I am persuaded it would 
be hailed with delight, and would 
be acted upon with a zeal credit- 
able to themselves, and advan- 
tageous to the great cause which 


every Christian has at heart. 
H. 


Is THE occuPsTION OF A BEER 
HousE A SUITABLE SITUATION 
ror a Memper oF a Curis- 
TIAN CuuRcH ? 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

My dear Sir, 

Among the innumerable vices 
which degrade the character of 
various classes of society, that of 
intoxication occupies a prominent 
station in the black catalogue of 
our national ‘crimes. Prior to 
the introduction of the Beer 
Bill, this. prevailing evil greatly 
abounded ; but since that act 
came into operation, and beer 
shops have been opened in our 
hamlets, villages, towns, and ci- 
ties, this moral pestilence has 
spread its dire contagion from 
one end of the nation to the other, 
and deluged the kingdom with 
immorality. I need not here in- 
quire into the policy or impolicy 
of the government in throwing 
open the beer trade; for, be 
that as it may, it is notorious that 
a long train of moral evils and 
domestic sufferings have resulted 
from that measure. To the per- 
nicious influence of these schools 
of infamy, beer shops, must be 
attributed, in a great measure, 
that rapid increase of crime that 
blackens our national character, 
fills our prisons with criminals, 
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and augments the painful labours 
of judges and juries at our public 
tribunals! Previous to the open- 
ing of these nurseries of vice, 
thousands of husbands and fathers 
spent their sabbaths and week 
evenings in the bosoms of their 
families, who now spend them at 
pot-houses, where they mingle 
with the idle and the intemperate, 
the vicious and the dishonest ; 
and first learn, and afterwards 
practise, their evil works. Here 
the small earnings of the week 
are greatly diminished, if not 
wholly expended upon intempe- 
rance: hence arise beggary, 
wickedness, and misery, to nume- 
rous families ; strife and conten- 
tion between husbands and wives 3 
and that alarming increase of 
book-debts, of which so many 
tradesmen loudly and justly com- 
plain. 

But the question to which I 
beg permission to draw the at- 
tention of your readers is, Whe- 
ther the occupation of a beer 
house is a suitable situation for 
amember of a Christian church? 
and, after mature consideration, 
I readily answer, No. In sup- 
port of this opinion, I submit 
the following arguments. I think 
it may be safely laid down,as a 
general principle, that whatever 
situation in life exposes the 
Christian to a constant violation 
of the divine commands ought 
to be avoided. 

1. The occupation of a beer 
shop compels the Christian to 
mingle with the very worst of 
characters. These haunts of 
immorality and degradation are 
but seldom, if ever, visited by 
the respectable part of society ; 


‘for such persons, feeling a con- 


cern for their own reputation, flee 
from them as from places infected 
with the plague! Hence the far 
greater proportion of those per- 
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sons who frequent beer houses 
are the very dregs of mankind ; 
the drunkard and the profane, 
the vulgar and the wanton, the 
scoffer and the persecutor, the 
poacher and the nocturnal depre- 
dator. These are the charac- 
ters that generally constitute the 
society of tippling houses: and 
are they suitable companions for 
a child of God ? Are the wanton 
songs of the drunkard harmonious 
in the ear of a Christian ? And is 
the filthy conversation of the 
wicked edifying and delightful to 
a soul born from on high? Lot, 
while residing in Sodom, found 
it otherwise ; his righteous soul 
was grieved from day to day with 
what he saw and heard: but it 
is far worse to have a Sodom in 
our own house than to have one 
in the village in which we reside. 
** Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord.” 2 Cor. vi. 17. 

2. The situation in question 
exposes children to great tempta- 
tion and demoralizing influence. 
A solemn responsibility devolves 
upon parents in reference to the 
management of their children, 
who are commanded to ‘ bring 
them up in the, nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord,” Eph. vi. 4, 
Is the tap-room likely to assist the 
parent in obeying this mandate 
of Heaven ? Is it a school where 
holy example is exhibited to the 
rising generation, and moral in- 
struction, poured into the youthful 
mind ? Alas, the reverse of all 
this is true ! for, at beer shops, 
children associate with the most 
profligate characters, whose pes- 
tilential breath is awfully calcu- 
lated to poison their principles, 
_ruin their morals, harden them 
in every vice, and lead them on 


in the road to destruction. ‘‘ Evil 
communications corrupt good 
manners.” 1 Cor. xy. 33. ‘‘Train 
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up achild in the way he should 
go.” Proy. xxii. 6. 

3. The business of a beer house 
proves a great obstruction to 
JSamily devotion, Family worship 
is an important and solemn duty 
enjoined upon heads of families, 
and cannot be neglected without 
incurring great guilt. But if 
Christians throw open their doors 
for the admission of a tribe of 
lewd, noisy, profane, and ‘drunken 
men, who frequently continue till 
midnight, and later, how can this 
holy exercise be properly per- 
formed 2? While the house is in- 
fested with such ungodly society 
until so late an hour, how can the 
wife and children be summoned 
to the family altar at a proper 
season in the evening, to read 
the holy scriptures, adore the 
Divine Majesty ina spiritual song, 
and address his gracious throne 
by vocal prayer? Can the songs 
of Zion and those of the drunkard 
harmonize ? Is there any accord- 
ance between the filthy and pro- 
fane conversation of the tap-room 
and the solemnities of family 
worship? ‘* What communion 
hath light with darkness ?”’ 2 Cor, 
vi. 14; Jer. x. 25, 

4. The occupation in question 
is invariably connected with a 
profanation of the Lord’s day. 
As the law now stands, the sale of 
beer is legal during the whole of 
the sabbath till ten o’clock at 
night, with the exception of the 
hours of public worship, morn- 
ing and afternoon. For profes- 
sors of religion to convert the 
sabbath into a day of worldly 
commerce of any description is 
to divert it from its original de- 
sign, as set apart for religious 
devotion ; and those who do so 
render their own character sus- 
picious, and bring great reproach 
BH the cause of Christ. But 
of all kinds of sabbath trading, 
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the sale of strong drink (except 
in cases of absolute necessity), is 
by far the most fatal to the inte- 
rests of morality, because of the 
complicated evils that follow in 
its train. 
soil were to employ his men and 
horses to plow his land on the 
Lord’s day, though a great evil, 
it would not be so heinous in 
the sight of God as that of tip- 
pling and drunkenness. ‘ Re- 
member the sabbath day to keep 
it holy,” Exod. xx.8. Neh. x. 31. 
xiii, 15—23. 

Finally, the occupation of a 
beer shop is awfully prejudicial 
to the progress of personal reli- 
gion in the soul. The instituted 
ordinances of public worship are 
the means that Heaven has ap- 
pointed to facilitate the growth 
of the believer in the divine life; 
and, in proportion as these means 
are diligently attended to, or 
neglected, will be his prosperous 
or declining condition. Where 
arman and his wife are engaged 
in this unholy calling, the beer 
trade, it. generally occurs, that 
either one or the other of them 
is absent from the house of God 
on the morning and afternoon, 
and both in the evening of the 
sacred day. 

In the morning they are busily 
employed in retailing their intoxi- 
cating article ; at ten o'clock they 
should desist (though in many 
cases beer is sold during the 
whole day); then one of the parties 
comes from the hurry of the tap- 
room and the society of the un- 
‘godly, to the assembly of the 
saints; at one o’clock the same 
business is resumed, and carried 
on during the interval of worship. 
At four o’clock, when the first 
two services of the holy day are 
closed, the professor leaves the 
solemnities of the house of prayer, 
and returns to the house of pro- 


If the cultivator of the. 
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fanity and mirth ; yes, he departs 
from the songs of Zion, and the 
company of the faithful, to spend 
the last six or seven hours of the 
day, designed for devotion, in the 
society of drunken blasphemers, 
and all the noise and confusion 
incident to such a scene! Follow 
the professor from the place of 
devotion—you follow him from 
the Lord’s table to that of devils— 
and ask him whether there is any 
thing connectcd with the beer 
shop that is at all calculated to 
water the heavenly seed sown in 
his heart, and cherish in his mind 
holy contemplation upon the 
wonders of redeeming love. 
Certainly, both the character and 
the conversation of the society 
with which he mingles have a di- 
rect tendency to blast and wither 
up all serious impressions, and 
to banish from his mind all hea- 
venly meditation. 

I assure you, Mr. Editor, that 
what I have here written is chiefly 
founded upon my own personal 
knowledge; for we are Cursed with 
two of those public pests in the 
village in which | reside, which 
have been the means of inflicting 
deep wounds upon the cause of 
morality, and I add, with a bleed- 
ing heart, a great source of 
trouble and sorrow to myself and 
friends. We have been under 
the painful necessity of separating 
one from our communion, whose 
moral character has been ruined by 
engaging in the beer trade, and, I 
am fearful, another must be dealt 
with in a similar way. In the 
contracted limits of this paper 
T have only glanced at the out- 
lines of this painful subject, with 
the anxious hope that some of 


‘your more able correspondents 


will resume it and give us its de- 
tails ; and though I would not 
presume to dictate to the deacons 
and ministers of our churches, yet 
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Ido most affectionately and ear- 
nestly entreat them to use all 
lawful influence to prevent, as 
much as possible, members of 
churches from entering imto a 
situation which they cannot hold 
without so much trouble to their 
friends, injury to themselves, and 
dishonour to God. As this sub- 
ject is of considerable importance, 


involving the peace and honour | 


of our churches, and the best in- 
terests of morality and religion, 
I shall feel particularly obliged 
by the insertion of this in the next 
number of your valuable periodi- 
eal, of which I am a constant 
reader and recommender; by 
doing which you will, I hope, be 
serving the interests of morality 
as well as conferrmg a favour 
upon me. 
quest, Sir, from any wish to ob- 
trude myself upon the attention 
of your readers, but | feel a de- 
sire to check this growing evil 
by bringing the subject under 
public notice. 

A piatn Country Minister. 


A LETTER FROM THE LATE REV. 
MARK WILKS, OF NORWICH, TO 
A YOUNG MINISTER. 


Dear Str, 

Being obliged to return home 
the moment your sermon was 
ended, I had no opportunity of 
speaking to you ; I beg, therefore, 
you may not construe my conduct 
into a want of respect. 

I think it probable you may 
wish to know my opinion of your 
discourse: as a friend J must not 
flatter—from what we call a gos- 
pel minister, I never heard one I 
liked less. 

1. The violation of all the 


grammatical rules to, be observed- 


by a. public speaker might be 
excused had you never been taught 
to read, 


I make not this re- | 


°2. The heterogeneous incohe- 
rency of your sermon might have 
been forgiven had you never been 
taught to count ten. 

3. The incongruity of your 
references and quotations, which 
evince how little you study the 
Scriptures, may be- accounted for 
on the ground of your youth. 

4. The dogmatism with which 
you abound will, I know, give 
place to a growth in knowledge, 


| which will produce modesty and 


diffdence. 

Bad as all these things are, 
they are nothing to your vile 
assertion, ‘‘ that it is not imcum- 
bent ‘on us all to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” “To believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ,” you 
say, “is to look to him—to come 
to him—to lay hold of him—and 
to feed on him,”—and then, after 
this explanation, sinners are told 
that it is not incumbent on them 
to do any of these. Such blas- 
phemy against the glorious gospel 
of the grace of God appears to 
me to be a sin almost beyond the 
reach of mercy. 

What! is there salvation in 
none but Jesus; and is the sinner 
told it is not incumbent on him 
to look to Jesus? And told it, 
too, in direct opposition to that 
God who says, Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth.” 

What! does the adorable Re- 
deemer condemn the wicked, un- 
godly Jews, because they will not 
come to him that they may have 
life; and are sinners told that 
it is not incumbent on them to 
come to Christ ? 

What! look which way you 


| will except to Jesus! Does refuge 


fail us; and are we told it is not 
incumbent on us to fly for refuge, 
to lay hold on the hope set before 
us in the gospel ? 
What ! is the feast of fat things 
ae 
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represented by the prophet as made 
for all people? And are the Jews 
bidden to the supper and destroyed 
recause they made light of it; 
and are we told it is not incum- 


bent on us to feed on Christ ?—- 


Dreadful!!! 

But you say, “J told the people 
in your pulpit, they must not 
trust in God without a warrant.” 
True; but I was guarding against 
presumption, and not faith: to 
believe is one thing, to presume 
is another. And while it is our 
duty to call on all men to repent 
and believe the gospel, it is our 
duty to represent the hope of the 
sinner as nothing but presumption, 
till he exercise repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

That God may bless you and 
lead you into all truth, prays, &c. 

M. Wits. 

August 20, 1800. 


OFFENCES AMONG CHRISTIANS, 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Dear Sir, 

There is one command of our 
Lord’s which I fear is too gene- 
rally slighted by members of 
churches. I refer to the conduct 
to be observed by an offended 
brother to the offending party. 
Christ knew that offences would 
arise amongst his people, and he 
has therefore laid down a rule 
applicable to such circumstances, 
which, if attended to, would 
generally prevent those unhappy 
results which often flow from a 
feud between two brethren— 
‘* Moreover, if thy brother shall 
trespass, ’&c. Matt. xvii. 16, 17. 
The duty of the offender is here 
so clearly exhibited that nothing 
but a criminal indifference to the 
will of Christ, in the instance in 
qnestion, could lead to a neglect 
of it. 


On Offences among Christians. 


But of this neglect many mem- 
bers of churches are guilty. In- 
stead of calling upon the offender, 
they either sullenly and silently 
pore over the supposed affront, or 
communicate with others upon 
the subject. Every day adds to 
their irritation, and others who 
were not originally concerned in 
the affair take an angry and 
active part in it; a party is 
formed, and a scene of disorder 
ensues, distressing to him who 
is over them in the Lord, inju- 
rious to his usefulness, and highly 
dishonourable to the cause. All 
these evils might have been 
avoided, had the simple but effi- 
cient rule of the infinitely wise 
and blessed Jesus been closely 
followed. 

It would be well if pastors 
would often dwell on this topic. 
An obedience to the law before 
us is of vast importance to the 
peace and welfare of Christian 
churches. 

Should any member refuse, on 
representation of the pastor, to 
comply with what is so evidently 
his duty, in my humble opinion 
the matter should be brought 
before the church; and, should he 
refuse to listen to the church, he 
should be cut off from it, as a 
stubborn despiser of a palpable 
command of the Lord Jesus. C. 


CHRISTIAN BENEFICENCE. 

As we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all men; especially to 
those who are of the household 
of faith. 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
Sir, 
There can be no doubt that 


the above apostolic injunction is 


acknowledged by all Christians 
as binding upon them, and that 
none will deny its expediency : 
but who is there that practises, 


On the Register of Births and Burials. 


even in a remote degree, this sa- 
cred injunction ? 

Who loves his neighbour as 
himself ? Who traverses towns, 
villages, or hamlets, to seek out 
objects of distress, to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to visit 
the widows and fatherless in their 
affliction, to enter the cottage of 
disease and want, to pour the balm 
of consolation into the heart of the 
deeply-wounded and distressed ? 

Whentravelling through France 
I was forcibly struck with an in- 
stitution of females, designated 
by the title of Soeurs de la Cha- 
rité (sisters of charity), whose 
employ is to nurse the sick and 
to attend the dying, which they 
do without fee or reward, and 
with a tenderness and kindness 
known only to the female breast. 
They appear like angels of mercy, 
bending over the couch of sorrow, 
and offering the consolations of 
religion to their dying charge. 
And why are not females in this 
country encouraged, if not thus 
designated, yet thus to devote 
themselves to such deeds of cha- 
rity? Never would religion ap- 
pear in so lovely, so attracting a 
garb, as when conveyed by these 
ministers of good; who, while 
employed in acts of the noblest 
philanthropy, would point the 
dying sinner to the cross of Cal- 
vary; and who might minister to 
the wants of the distressed, by 
becoming the almoner of those 
who would themselves do good, 
but have not either the time or 
the opportunity. 

But allow me, Mr. Editor, to 

-allude more particularly to the 
latter part of the apostolic injunc- 
tion : do good, ‘especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.” 

It is well known that amongst 
our congregations, in towns and 
villages, there are souls dear to 
Christ, who are frequently in want 
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of the comforts of life; whose 
lonely cottage, garret, or cellar, 
afford scarcely any accommoda- 
tions; and who, especially widows, 
from extreme poverty, rarely know 
the taste of meat. For such I 
plead: the wealthy of Christ’s 
flock will, by kindness to such 
individuals, obtain their blessing, 
and, above all, obtain the blessing 
of Him who will one day say to 
them, “I was hungry, and ye 
gave me meat,” in the person of 
my poor disciples. 

Permit me, Mr. Editor, to as- 
sure you that my pious ancestors, 
for one hundred years back, al- 
ways on every returning Sabbath 
throughout the year, gave a din- 
ner to two or more poor godly 
persons belonging to their con- 
gregation; and it has gladdened 
my heart to see such attend either 
themselves, or, if infirm, by a 
neighbour or child, to receive a 
full meal (quite enough for two 
days), cut from a hot joint, with 
vegetables, &c., &c. Thus every 
Sabbath, as it returned, was dou- 
bly welcomed by the poor, as 
bringing with it good for their 
bodies, as well as their souls. Oh, 
who would not purchase the pray- 
ers of God’s chosen ones, and the 
blessing of Heaven, by a gift so 
small in cost, but so rich in kind- 
ness to the recipient, and so 
fraught with satisfaction to the 
beneficiary ! SENEX. 


REGISTRY OF BIRTHS AND 
BURIALS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.” 
Sir, 

The desirableness of a regular 
registry of births and burials has 
often been acknowledged, but its 
importance and necessity has not 
been sufficiently felt amongst 
Dissenters, or they would long 
since have introduced a general 
system of registry, accessible to 


360 


Poetry. 


all classes amongst-them, espe- | the meeting, who copies it inte 


cially as its practicability has 
been demonstrated by the Society 
of Friends, who have had a gene- 
ral system of registration in 
use, from the commencement 


of their society, which, by its 


simplicity and capability of uni- 
versal adoption, recommends 
itself to the serious consideration 
of all other classes of noncon- 
formists. 

The following is an outline of 
the plan of registration in use 
amongst the Society of Friends. 

A register of births and 
burials is kept in every monthly 
meeting or district, by the clerk 
of that meeting. To register the 


birth of a child application is | 


made to the clerk of the meeting 
(an officer somewhat similar to a 
deacon amongst us) for a pair of 
blank parchment forms, called 
birth notes, which he cuts out of 
a book prepared for that purpose 
with counterparts. On the coun- 
terpart he writes: ‘* A. B. a 


pair of birth notes to register the | 


birth of a son or daughter born 
(date).”” . These forms are filled 
up with the names, occupation, 
and residence, of the parents, 
name and sex of the child, and 
signed by two or three persons 
who were present at its birth. 
One of these notes is left in the 
possession of the parents, and 
the other handed to the clerk of 


the register book and files the 
birth note. The register of burials: 
is managed in a similar manner. 
Two certificates are filled up and 
signed by the sexton and the clerk 
of the meeting, stating the name, 
occupation, residence, and date 
of the burial of the deceased : 
one of these certificates is left 
with the friends of the deceased, 
and the other is retained by the 
clerk, who copies it into the 
register of burials, and _ files 
the certificate. At the monthly 
meetings of the society, the return 
of births and burials is a part of 
the regular business, and the 
books are examined and checked 
with the original certificates and 
counterparts, to see that they are 
correet, and then the certificates 
are deposited with the other records 
of that meeting. A return of 
births and burials is made by the 
monthly to the quarterly meetings, 
when they are also registered and 
compared with the originals. By 
this simple process, it is almost 
impossible to lose the record of 
birth or burial; and erroneous or 
incomplete entries are prevented. 
The original certificate, or two 
attested copies of every birth and 
burial, can be produced whenever 


' it is necessary. 


1 am, yours respectfully, _ 
Grorce BayLey. 


POETRY 


NOAH AND HIS FAMILY QUITTING THE ARK.—Gnry, 8 


Though Heav’n, provok’d at human 
crimes, 
Its anger pour'd on guilty times, 
Unloos’d the ocean’s pond’rous chain, 
And o’er the mountains roll’d the main ; 
Yet, mid’st His wrath rememb’ring love, 
The Almighty bids the scourge remove 3 
Shuts up the windows of the sky, 
And makes the drowned earth be dry. 
Behold the Patriarch, aud ‘his train, 
Again with transport tread the plain ; 
The altar build, and to the skies 
Present the grateful sacrifice ! 


With wonder and with joy they trace 
The marks of God’s returning grace ; 
The earth renew’d, the heavens serene, 
And mercy gilding every scene, 

Is this the world by gracious Heaven 
To us unworthy sinners given? 


And does there still a nobler lie 


Beyond the confines of the sky? 

How rich the grace which thus begins 

To triumph o’er our blackest sins ! 

Let all our powers transported rise, 

To quit the earth and gain the skies ! 
Hackney. ; Gis ive. 
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REVIEWS AND BRIEF NOTICES. 


Outlines of Lectures on the Book of 
Daniel. Second Edition. By the Rev. 
F. A. Cox, LL. D.—Westley and 
Davis : 1833, k2mo. pp. 152. 


** Let him that readeth under- 
stand,” is an injunction recorded 
by two of the Evangelists as having 
been delivered by our Saviour in 
reference to the predictions of this 
very prophet, in whose writings, 
notwithstanding the light which 
centuries of events have thrown 
upon them, are some things which 
are still “hard to be understood.” 
The Christian student, however, 
delights to explore, as far as pos- 
sible, the lengths and breadths and 
depths of Divine revelation ; and, in 
this gratifying pursuit, he gladly 
welcomes all the aid he can obtain 
from the researches of others; and 
for this purpose, we doubt not, he 
will cheerfully avail himself of the 
remarks contained in the judicious 
but unpretending volume now be- 
fore us. — 

Though itis a fact, for which it is 
impossible to be too thankful, that 
the great principles of Christianity, 
the way of salvation, and all that is 
necessary to sustain the faith and 
hope of a Christian, are easily dis- 
coverable by thesimple and upright 
inquirer, it is equally true that he 
will be desirous of understanding as 
much as possible of the Divine word. 
By such an inquirer every thing 
that God has been pleased to reveal 
will be considered as worthy of his 
serious attention; and therefore, as 
opportunities occur, he will deem it 
his duty, and find it his delight, to 
obtain an acquaintance with the 
more difficult, as well as the plainer, 
dictates of inspiration. 

A very considerable portion of 
the book of Daniel relates to 
prophecy; a subject which has of 
Jate been regarded, in many quar- 
ters, with unusual interest. Our 
readers will long ago have under- 
stood that we have no sympathy 


with those daring speculators who 
have recently made such fearful 
work with their fanciful mterpreta-. 
tions, and displayed so much con- 
temptuous dogmatism and bitterness 
of spirit, in denouncing the senti- 
ments of those who see not with 
their eyes; and we therefore re- 
ceive with the greater cordiality an’ 
exposition of so considerate and so-. 
ber a character as that which is now 
before us. It appears that the lec- 
tures, of which this volume con- 
tains an outline, were delivered du- 
ring the last winter to the church 
and congregation under the author’s 
care, for the laudable purpose of 
guarding them ‘‘ agamst tie preva-. 
lent misconceptions of the day on, 
the snbject of prophecy ;” and so, 
well were they received that a se-, 
cond edition was called for before 
we were aware of their existence, 

The first chapter in this prophet, 
and a great part of the second, 
being purely historical, the obser- 
vations here made upon them are 
rather practical and hortatory than 
exegetical. The following remark 
is important: after noticing the mo- 
desty as well as calmness of Daniel’s 
reply to the inquiry of the king, 
whether he could show. him: the 
dream and the interpretation, Dr. 
C. observes :— 

“«* How opposite is this to that spirit 
of self-exaltation which is frequently 
evinced by persons under circumstances 
of far less powerful temptation! What 
a contrast to the disposition to bend 
every trifling circumstance into subser- 
vieucy to personal distinction, and to 
give a false colouring, as is too common, 
to facts, in order to flatter a selfish va- 
nity, or promote a worldly interest ! 
Let us beware of falsehood in allits Pro- 
tean shapes. It may lurk in the implica- 
tion as well as stand prominently forward 
in direct affirmations. Let us for ever 
renounce.all studied ambiguities that are 
calculated to give a false impression, 
and be willing rather to suffer dispa- 
ragement by excessive caution, than 
aim to acquire honour by exaggerated 
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statements, or a self-commending phrase- 
ology.—* He that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.’”’ p. 24. 

The predictive portion of the 
book of Daniel commences with the 
thirty-first verse of the second chap- 
ter, in which the prophet describes 
the forgotten dream of the king, and 
interprets the colossal and incon- 
gruous image which he saw init; as 
foreshowing the succession of four 
kingdoms, and the ultimate esta- 
blishment of another kingdom 
which should never be destroyed ; 
an empire distinct from, and supe- 
rior to, all the rest, the character 
of which should be spiritua! and 
holy, and its benefits cu-extensive 
with the race of man. The symbo- 
lical nature of the vision beheld by 
Nebuchadnezzar naturally leads to 
the consideration of the origin and 
progress of thismode of represent- 
ing objects and ideas. 

“ The earliest attempts at writing,” 
observes Dr. C., ‘‘ were, probably, rude 
outlines of external objects, as trees and 
animals ; whence arose the method of 
conveying abstract and moral ideas by 
the use of signs or symbols, as the figure 
of a lion to signify courage, that of a 
serpent to signify cunning, that of a 
leafless tree to describe winter. Sculp- 
tured or painted outlines of this lind 
were anciently exhibited on the walls 
of temples, by the Egyptians, the Phe- 
nicians, and many other mations. Hie- 
roglyphics (i. e. sacred engravings) 
abound also in the monuments, coins, 
and medals of former times, both before 
and after the invention of the alphabet; 
and hence the human figure has been 
often introduced by historical and poeti- 
cal writers to represent cities, people, 
the progress or decline of empires, or the 
relative importance of different parts 
of a government,” 

For the purpose of declaring his 
will to this proud and _ selfish 
monarch, the Almighty was pleased 
-—in accommodation to the previous 
conceptions of mankind, and their 
pictorial method of conveying ab- 
stract ideas or narrating facts—thus 
to convey to the mind of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and through him to all 
people and generations, the im- 
portant intimations recorded in this 
part of the sacred volume. The 
author of these lectures is, doubt- 
less, aware that the origin of alpha- 
betic writing is ascribed, by many 
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learned and pious writers, not to 
the invention of men, but to the in- 
spiration of Heaven. 

On the four monarchies prefi- 
gured by the different parts of the 
image, interpreters, we believe, are 
generally agreed ; and on the fifth 
also, denoted by the stone and the 
mountain, so far as its identifying 
the kingdom of Christ, and of Hea- 
ven. But as to the commence- 
ment of this kingdom—the time of 
its erection—the most opposite opi- 
nions are maintained ; some con- 
tending, with the great majority of 
the Christian church, that it has 
already commenced, and is gra- 
dually extending its limits and its 
power; while others, including the 
modern school of prophetic inter- 
preters, assert that its establishment 
is yet to take place under the “ per- 
sonal reign” of the Messiah upon 
earth. The following is Dr. Cox’s 
view of the subject. After stating 
the question to be, whether we are 
to consider the kingdom of Christ 
as established at the introduction 
of his gospel, or whether it is yet to 
be begun by his personal appear- 
ance to introduce his kingdom and 
commence his reign, he adduces 
the following particulars :— 

‘4st. Asin the common language of 
prophecy, kings are to be taken as re- 
presenting kingdoms, and as in this vision 
four kingdoms only are named, and the 
image is presented in the prophetic 
dream as a splendid whole, it seems most 
natural, if not inevitable, to understand 
the expression as referring to one of the 
four kingdoms in question, that is, neces- 
sarily, the last of them, which is the 
Roman empire. Although the toes are 
mentioned as well as the feet, and al- 
though this figure may find its exemplifi- 
cation in the subdivision of that empire 
into the smaller states, which arose after 
the northern incursions, yet these are 
not specified in this part of the prophecy, 
that is, the toes are not mentioned as 
kingdoms, while the empires are. By 
‘these kings,’ therefore, must be in- 
tended the kings, that is, kingdoms, 
which have been previously enumerated. 
Consequently, ‘in the days of these 
kings,’ means in the time of the Roman 
empire. 

“e2nd. That the prediction of the stone 
does not refer exclusively to the ultimate 
period of the world, appears evident 
from the distinctness of the intimation, 
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that it would strike the image upon the 
feet, and upon the toes: the latter are 
mentioned after the former, as, according 
to the general construction of the statue, 
subsequent in time. Consequently the 
empire of Rome was to be smitten when 
inits strength, or before the division into 
several kingdoms. This interpretation 
is verified by the fact, that Christ was 
born in the reign of Augustus, and the 
apostolic labours extended to the period 
of the commencing decline of Roman 
power. 

“3rd. To consider these representa- 
tions as solely applicable to the period 
of the second coming of Christ, would be 
to suppose that the whole of his first 
manifestation, and of all that resulted 
from it in the early diffusion of Christ- 
ianity, and its subsequent and existing 
extension, were entirely overlooked by 
the spirit of prophecy. The great events 
belonging to the history of Christianity 
for nineteen or twenty centuries would 
not then acquire eyen the notice of the 
least important transaction. But can we 
really conceive that the first appearance 
of Christ, which in its character was 
more remarkable, and in its moral re- 
sults infinitely more magnificent, than 
all the glory which can be supposed to 
invest the political empires of the world, 
were their glory to be viewed as in their 
combined and concentrated effulgence ; 
can it be presumed that the Saviour’s 
manifestation in our nature, the mis- 
suey labours of his apostles, the 
spread and subsequent influence of his 
religion for successive ages, should be 
kept out of view, and as it were forgotten, 
in this map of future time 2? Was there 
indeed no place in the scene for the 
wonderful revealings of incarnate love ? 

«4th. It has already been shown that 
the term stone has a specific reference to 
the person, work, and influence of the 
Redeemer. It may be said, that the 
reference would be no less personal 
were it presumed to adumbrate his final 
appearing ; but— 

«5th. The comparative insignificance 
ofa stone seems more accordant with 
other representations in Scripture of his 
personal meanness, as well as the insig- 
nificance of Christianity in its first pro- 
mulgation, than is consistent with the 
inspired representations of his ultimate 
appearance. He was ‘a root out of a 
dry ground ;’ he had ‘no form or come- 
liness ;’ he was ‘despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief.’ Itis scarcely conceivable, 
that the ultimate appearance of Christ 
‘in the glory of the Father, and all the 
holy angels with him,’ can be made to 
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comport with this emblem, which so 
well accords with the lowliness of his 
first advent, and the contracted sphere 
of the gospel in its early propagation, 

“6th. The ‘ setting up of a kingdom,’ 
is phraseology which well harmonizes 
with the historical fact. It implies time 
and labour, such as is usually bestowed 
on important works; and admits of an 
easy explanation in the conflict of op- 
posing parties and principles, during the 
period of what may be termed the com- 
mencement of Christianity. The heathen 
empire of Rome was forcibly struck 
when the apostles fulfilled their Lord’s 
commission, in going forth ‘to preach 
the gospel to every creature,’ and fell 
to pieces when Constantine, in A. D. 
331, issued an edict, commanding the 
destruction of all heathen temples.- It 
has been alleged, that smiting the image 
and breaking it in pieces is ill suited to 
the evangelical account of the ‘* meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ,’ and the 
soft, subduing influences of Christianity. 
This objection arises out of a contracted 
view of the subject; for, however mild the 
spirit of our divine Master, and ‘of our 
holy religion, the diffusion of its princi- 
ples inflicts a blow, tremendous and de- 
structive, upon the vice, infidelity, and 
superstition of the world. What is gen- 
tle may yet be powerful. Of this na- 
ture itself affords ample illustration. 

7th. The growth of a stone into a moun- 
tain is another evidence that the spirit 
of prophecy intended to represent a 
gradual increase of Christianity, rather 
than a splendid manifestation, for the 
purpose of aninstantaneous and univer- 
sal diffusion of millennial glory and 
influence. It is difficult to perceive by 
what possible construction of words the 
figure of ‘astone becoming a mountain,’ 
can be made exclusively to represent the 
circumstances of Christ’s second advent ; 
but if we consider it to describe the 
progression or growth of the religion of 
Jesus, from the period of its promulga- 
tion to its predestined universality, it 
seems to correspond with the manner 
and degree of its prevalence to the pre- 
sent time, and the general expectation 
of the Christian church, arising from 
this and similar predictions, with regard 
to the splendid future.” pp. 34—36. 

Against this view of the subject 
an objection has been advanced, 
more plausible indeed than strong, 
founded partly upon fact and partly 
upon feeling. The fact is—that true 
religion has fluctuated in its in- 
fluence in various parts of the earth 
where it has existed, sometimes ad- 
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vancing, and at other times re- 
ceding; the feeling is—that the nar- 
row boundaries within which it is 
even now confined give but a feeble 
view of its magnificence and glory, 
and afford but slender promise of 
its speedy diffusion through the 
earth under its present dispensa- 
tion. Butthe space we have already 
occupied will oblige us to postpone 
the discussion of this topic to a fu- 
ture number. 
ee 
A Circumstantial Narrative of the Wreck 
of the Rothsay Castle Steam Packet, on 
her Passage from Liverpool to Beaumaris, 
August 17, 1851. Lllustrated by numer- 
ors Engravings, copious Notes, Sc. By 
Josxen Apvstweav. pp. 515.—Hamil- 
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ton, Adams, and Co. 1833. 


There are no pathetic narratives 
which excite so general and lively 
an interest as those which describe 
disasters by sea; and the tale which 
is now before us contains so many 
affecting incidents, and is told in a 
mannerso appropriate and touching, 
as to awaken that interest ina more 
than-ordinary degree. The author 
ef this work, however, has evi- 
dently designed, not merely to pro- 
duce a temporary sensation of pity 
and grief, but to furnish a faithful 
and instructive record of one of the 
most distressing calamities of recent 
times by which he might atonce com- 


memorate the numerous victims of | 


wanton and inexcusable negligence, 
and erect a beacon to warn others 
against exposing themselves to a 
similar fate. It is impossible to 
read this narrative without Indig- 
nation at the cruel carelessness of 
those who could commit so many of 
their fellow-creatures to a stormy 
sea in a vessel which, though 
painted and tricked to deceive the 
eye of a stranger, was slendérly 
built, worn out, and rotten. On 
this account, as well as others, Mr. 
Adshead has done wisely to suffer a 
year toelapse before the publication 
of his book. This interval has 
afforded him an opportunity, of 
which he has availed himself, to 
examine and sift all the evidence 
which has been given, and to lay 
it before his readers in a most satis- 
factory form. He has, thereby, as 
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we have already intimated, not only 
furnished a luminous and compre- 
hensive statement of every import- 
ant particular, but has made his nar- 
rative a most effectual means of pre- 
venting the recurrence of such an 
event. For his having so impartially 
and so fearlessly exhibited the cause 
of this dreadful sacrifice of human 
life, he deserves the thanks of the 
whole community. 

Did our limits permit, it might 
not be inappropriate, as connected 
with the study of human nature, to 
investigate the reasons of the 
peculiar interest which, notwith- 
standing their extreme painfulness, 
is usually taken in the accounts of 
maritime disasters, in which there 
is so little danger of the narrator 
disgusting by minnteness, or weary- 
ing by prolixity. This may be 
the case, partly, because distress- 
ing accidents on land are less un- 
common than those which take 
place at sea, to the great majority 
of readers, many of whom, for 
example, have repeatedly witnessed 
a conflagration, but very few have 
ever beheld a shipwreck. Bat, 
omitting other suggestions, this 
greater excitementis owing, mainly, 
to the narrator being one of the 
survivors, who, besides that he is 
on that account an object of lively’ 
sympathy, will scarcely fail to de- 
pict vividly what he observed 
eagerly and felt acutely. Yet it is 
possible for a person to be circum- 
stanced more favourably for com- 
prehensive and just observation, 
and for giving an accurate descrip- 
tion, than any of those who are 
actually on board at the time of a 
wreck, whose feelings necessari] 
interfere with their judgments, and’ 
who seldom can give an account, 
of more than that which passed, 
near themselves. This advantage 
was evidently possessed by the 
author of the ‘ Circumstantial 
Narrative,” who, though by a sin- 
gular providence prevented from 


fulfilling his intention of taking 


his passage by the Rothsay Castle, 
was at Beaumaris when the wreck 
occurred, and devoted himself to 
the preservation of the living, 
and the recognition and decent in- 
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terment of the dead, that he became 
acquainted with a far greater num- 
ber of particulars than any indivi- 
dual who was spared could have 
told him, and, by identifying his 
feelings with those of the sufferers, 
he became qualified for a personal 
narrator. of events concerning 
whieh he might with perfect justice 
say 
Queque ipse miserrima vidi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui. 

Besides making himself thus fami- 
liar with every particular, at the 
moment and on the spot, Mr. Ad- 
shead has carefully collected all the 
evidence which has been furnished 
on the subject, especially that which 
was laid before parliament, and has 
added memoirs of several of the 
passengers who were lost on that 
melancholy occasion; by which 
means he has produced a work in 
the highest degree creditable to his 
judgment, his benevolence, and his 
piety. As a literary production 
we admire it; buti?much more as 
an example of Christian philan- 
thropy. 

In the foregoing remarks, we 
haye taken for granted that our 
readers are not altogether unin- 
formed of the melancholy circum- 
stances attending the last voyage 
and wreck of the Rothsay Castle. 
Owing to the great number of the 
sufferers, amounting to ONE HUN- 
DRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT, together 
with their general respectability, 
and the extensiveness of their con- 
nexions, the affair excited an unu- 
sual degree of attention, and 
became the subject of almost uni- 
versal conversation. And when, 
from the evidence on the coroner’s 
inquest, and other authentic infor- 
mation, it became known what was 
the quality and condition of the 
vessel itself, how unprovided she 
was with every requisite in case of 
danger, and what was the character 
and conduct of the commander, it 
produced a general ferment, and the 
matter was very properly laid before 
the House of Commons. While 
this painful event was yet recent, 
several very interesting publica- 
tions of some of tlie particulars 
were given by survivors and 
others, which served for a time to 
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allay the curiosity of the public: 
but there was still needed and de- 
sired a work which should embody, 
with perfect accuracy, every impor- 
tant circumstance connected with 
the history of that fatal day, and 
furnish a standard of satisfactory 
reference; and that deficiency is 
supplied by the volume before us. 
We have never met with any publi- 


cation, the statements of which, 


though evidently given with intense 
feeling, were more scrupulously 
weighed and examined, and in 
which the details, though neces- 
sarily minute, and often as neces- 
sarily technical, were expressed 
in language more lucid and intel- 
ligible to general readers. The 
seaman may read it without being 
offended by professional blunders ; 
and he who has never seen the sea 
will find the Narrative more clear 
and explicit than if no sea terms 
had been introduced. We notice 
this particularly, because it shows 
that the author has been careful, 
not only to state the facts with 
correctness, but also to ascertain 
the identity of every circumstance. 
In this he has so well succeeded, 
that we much doubt whether the 
most observant individual on board 
had so fulland distinct an acquaint- 
ance with all that took place, be- 
tween the departure and the awful 
termination of the voyage, as the 
reader may derive from this ‘‘ Cir- 
cumstantial Narrative.” 

To illustrate these observations, 
we must refer to the ‘‘ Narratiye”’ 
itself, which, if net already in our 
readers’ hands, we recommend to 
their perusal. Among other recom- 
mendations, they will find it highly 
valuable as an exhibition of the 
superiority of Christian principles 
to the fear of death; even in his 
most unexpected and most formi- 
dable approaches. 

As an example we give the fol- 
lowing extracts :— 


‘CA number of the ladies had either 
been prevailed upon to remain in the 
cabins up to this dreadful juncture, or 
had retired to them during the period 
of sickening anxiety, which extended 
from the first striking of the vessel to 
the time under review; but now their 
shrieks were renewed with frantic vio- 
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lence, and they rushed from below with 
all the horror and distraction of which 
the most agonizing extreme of feminine 
terror is capable. Some few there were, 
indeed, who yielded to fear only in the 
first moments of the awful conviction 
that the hand of death lay heavily upon 
them ; and these might be seen hurriedly 
changing their places in search of 
safety, in common with their wretched 
companions: but religion, at that mo- 
ment of trial, came to their aid; God, 
with whom they had held frequent 
communion, and with whom their hearts 
were confidingly familiar, as with a 
friend, was with them; they felt and 
gratefully acknowledged the presence of 
His sustaining Spirit, and were blessed 
with the boundless blessing which ena- 
bled them to utter, not in the language 
of lips only, but of the heart and soul— 
‘Thy will be done.’ The greater 
number, however, lost all self-posses- 
sion, until exhaustion reduced them to 
a state of quiescence, and a happy sus- 
ceptibility to the prayers and the sym- 
pathizing Christian advice of those 
whom the Divine Brine appears, in 
his infinite mercy, to have sent in this 
time of solemn extremity, to shake 
them from their dreamy rest, and lead 
them to.a due consideration of the vast 
account they were so soon to render. 
Refore these feelings were excited, their 
cries to heaven were those of anguish 
and despair, not of supplication and of 
humble reliance upon the saving power 
to which they appealed; and wild deli- 
rium gave an awful character to their 
lamentable condition. Some of the 
females rushed into each other’s arms, 
and remained for a time locked in an 
embrace of painful vehemence; some 
madly tore their garments, and threw 
away their caps and bonnets; and some 
dashed themselves upon the deck, reck- 
less of injury. Others hugged their 
children, with passionate exclamations 
of endearment and of anticipated sepa- 
ration ; while husbands and wives, with 
affecting earnestness, were taking leave 
of each other, and mutually ayowing 
their determination to die together : 
and those who were latest in swelling 
the number so situated—those who were 
called up from the cabins by the anxious 
solicitude of a husband, brother, or friend, 
or by an awful summons to prepare for the 
worst—were compelled, in their agony 
for self-preservation, to trample upon 
the prostrate bodies of the many that 
encumbered the deck, either in the help- 
lessness of insensibility or the more 
fearful apathy of despair. Sisters clung 
to brothers, daughters to parents; and 
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the loud sob, and groan, and wail of 
heart-rending sorrow, which were audi 
ble amidst the raving of the storm and 
the clamour of many anxious voices, 
seemed to afford all the completion to 
which a scene of accumulated misery 
could attain: but it was not yet com- 
plete. Horror had yet to achieve its 
‘great master-piece’ of the night, and 
the work of death was to be done.’’— 
p. 73. 

Again :— 

«All had now given themselves up 
for lost, and several devout individuals 
engaged earnestly in prayer, and en- 
couraged those about them to use the 
short time that might be spared to them 
in humbly commending their souls to 
Almighty God, and imploring His gra- 
cious pardon and acceptance. And Ihave 
here great pleasure in again referring 
incidentally to Mr. and Mrs. Foster ; 
for the former in particular was favoured 
by having the opportunity afforded to 
him, ‘even at the eleventh hour,’ of 
promoting the great cause to which he 
had mainly devoted his valuable life. 
The Rev. J. H. Stewart states that they 
(Mr. and Mrs. Foster) were seen with- 
drawing themselves from the other pas- 
sengers, and remaining together in fer- 
vent prayer for almost a quarter of anhour. 
When they had thus obtained fresh con- 
fidence and strength from the Lord, they 
joined the other passengers. At this 
moment some of the persons who were 
at the bow of the vessel were dreadfully 
alarmed, and crying out in the bitter- 
ness of despair, Our beloved brother 
was seen, by the same person who bad 
obseryed them thus together in prayer, 
going, as we might well say, like an 
angel of mercy amongst them, and 
telling them not to be in such terrible 
dismay ; that it was not yet teo late to 
apply to the Lord Jesus; that He was 
still able and willing to save; and 
therefore desiring them, whilst there 
was one moment left, to cast themselves 
upon Him, The Lord seemed to have 
blessed this message, for there was an 
immediate stillness, and same were 
heard devoutly calling upon His name. 
Oh, how consoling it is to think that 
the Lord was thus honouring our be- 
loved brother in his dying hour! At 
the very time that he was about to sink 
into the deep waters, using him as an 
instrument to pluck from the burning 
some whose spirits seemed descending 
into a far deeper gulph! * * * Their 
names are not known to us now, but 
we shall, I trust, hereafter know from 
their songs of praise, why our beloved 
friends went on board. The feeling 
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thus happily created had the effect no 
doubt of calming the minds of many, 
and of disposing them to that fitness for 
devotion which is so admirably calcu- 
lated to produce faith in its efficacy, 
and ultimate triumph in its success.”— 
p.- 85. 


The History of Dissenters, from the Revo- 
lution to the year 1808. By Drs. 
Bocurand Beynerr. Second Edition. 
by J. Benyerr. 2 vols, 8v0.— Westley 
and Davis. London: 1833. 

The history of the Dissenters of 
this country is entitled to general 
attention, and will be found illus- 
trative of some of the most im- 
portant facts and principles of our 
constitution. It has claims of no 
ordinary character on the intel- 
ligent portion of the community, 
more especially on those who have 
undertaken to conduct our national 
affairs. The grossest misrepresent- 
ations are frequently uttered by 
the impugters of our principles. 
Were this the case with the pro- 
fessed polemic only, it would 
scarcely engage our attention ; but 
when the nobles, and senators, and 
magistrates of the land are fre- 
quently heard to distort history 
and to vilify the dead, our pity, as 
well as our indignation, is aroused. 
Such men: dishonour themselves 
more than the persons whom they 
revile; they prove their own igno- 
rance of some of the most promi- 
nent facts of English history, 
rather than the insubordination, 
and rancour, and ignorance of 
the Dissenters. In such cases 
we forget ourselves, in the regret 
we feel at the interests of the 
country being committed to such 
hands. The constitutional history 
of this country cannot be under- 
stood without an acquaintance with 
the records of Dissent. Even 
Hume, enemy as he was to all 
religion, and to Puritanism espe- 
cially, was compelled to admit that 
the preservation of our liberties 
is attributable to the Puritans. 

To Dissenters themselves, such a 
history should be as interesting as 
it is instructive. Exhibiting the 
sources and progress of their opi- 
nions, the influence of circumstan- 
ees on their developement, the suf- 
ferings and firmness, the provo- 


cations and meekness of their fore™ 
fathers, it should be studied with 
unwearied diligence, and with 
pleasure inferior only to that with 
which we investigate the inspired 
records. There is, however, some 
ground of complaint on this head. 
We have. frequently heard it re- 
marked, and we fear the obser- 
vation is correct, that works, illus- 
trative of the principles and history 
of Nonconformity, secure but a 
partial circulation. If this be the 
case, it is deeply to our disgrace, 
as it argues a most culpable indif- 
ference to the interests of truth. 
There is no portion of uninspired 
history more fraught with instruc- 
tion, none which exhibits more 
numerous and splendid instances of 
the power of religious principle. 
Our young people, especially, 
would be much benefited by an 
early introduction to the records of 
Dissent. It would not merely esta- 
blish them in our distinguishing 
principles, but would bring them 
into association with many of the 
most holy and zealous men. It 
could scarcely fail to make a most 
beneficial impression on _ their 
minds, to confirm at once their 
attachment to Dissent and to Chris- 
tianity. We are happily supplied 
with numerous works of easy 
access, though as yet we know not 
any one which comprises within 
itself all that we deem desirable. 
The work now before us has long 
been known to the public as the 
joint production of two respectable 
ministers, of the Independentdeno- 
mination. It does not describe the 
whole field of Nonconformist his- 
tory, but, contenting itself with a 
very rapid glance at the events 
which preceded the Revolution, it 
dwells, with more detail, on the 
times subsequent to that era. The 
present edition is to be regarded as 
the work of Dr. Bennett. .Consi- 
derable alterations have been made, 
and the general spirit of the publi- 
cation has in particular been im- 
proved. There was an asperity in 
the former edition of which traces 
are yet visible. Nothing is more 


_injurious to the reputation of an 


historian than the developement of 
such a spirit. It exhibits him as 
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the partizan, rather than as the im- 
partial narrator of events; as the: 
_ advocate of a particular sect, rather 
than the enlightened and faithful 
expounder of the views and con- 
duct of all. The work is a valu- 
able record of the times to which 
it refers, and will be read with 


general approbation, however it 
may offend the partialities of 
individuals. 


The Evidences of Christianity im their 
external division. By C. P. M‘It- 
vaing, D. D.—London, Fishers and 
Jackson. 

This volume consists of lectures 
delivered by the author under the 
appointment of the university of 
the city of New York. They were 
addressed to numerous and atten- 
tive auditories, and will be found 
admirably suited to the capacity 
and wants of the more intelligent 
of the youthful population. Their 
publication in this country is in 
conformity with the decision of 
the English friends of Dr.M‘Tlvaine, 
who are unanimous in thinking they 
will form a valuable addition to 
our sacred literature. In this 
opinion we fully agree, and as such 
we recommend them to the early 
perusal of ourreaders. The volume 
contains thirteen lectures, in which 
the various branches of the subject 
are ably and satisfactorily dis- 
cussed. Unlike many of his prede- 
cessors, our author does not deem 
it inconsistent with the soundness 
of his logic, to evidence a deep and 
impassioned interest in the subject 
of hisinquiry. He writes like one 
who has tasted of the consolations 
and hopes of Christianity, and who 
is therefore desirous of affecting the 
heart as well as of convincing the 
judgment of others. The volume 
constitutes the ninth of the select 
library, and is accessible by its 
cheapness to all classes of readers. 


The Scripture Teacher's Assistant, with 
Explanations and Lessons: designed for 
Sunday-schools and. Families. —By Hen- 
ry ALTHANS, ‘ 

A very useful little work, care- 
fully compiled by avery able and 
experienced teacher, We cordially 
wish ita wide and general circu- 
lation, such as it richly merits. 


—_— 


Reviews and Brief Notices. 


Missionary Records. North America.— 
Tract Society. 
An interesting little volume, 
which will be read with pleasure 
and advantage by the young. 


Contents of the Holy Scriptures, taken en- 
tirely from the Text, 2nd Edition. 
—London, Hatchard and Son. 

We are somewhat sceptical re- 
specting books of this kind. If 
used as an auxiliary to the reading 
of the Bible they are useful; but we 
fear they are frequently substituted 
for it, and they then prove highly 
pernicious. To those who are dis- 
posed to employ it in the former 
character, it will amply repay its 
cost. 

The Principles of the Baptists, respecting 
the Ordinance of Baptism, plainly stated, 
and calmly enforced. By Davin Ives. 
——Richard Baynes. 

Of this pamphlet we are happy 
to say, that it answers to its title: 
the statement is plawm, and the 
enforcement is calm. Those who 
can be gratified with a concise, com- 
prehensive, and candid discussion 
of a long-controverted, subject will 
not be disappointed. Surely the 
time is coming when all the disci- 
ples of Christ shall be ‘one; and 
the prayer of Jesus will be answered 
in its full extent. Happy is the 
man who contributes somewhat, 
however small, to a consummation 
so devoutly to be wished, 


The Sunday-school Union: its Benefits and 
ihe manner in which they are conferred. 
—Sunday-school Union Depository. 
This eloquent essay obtained a 

premium of fifty dollars offered by 

the American Sunday-school Union. 


Addresses on Slavery, Sabbath- Protection, 
and Church Reform. By James 
Dovetas, Esq., of Cavers. 

We could wish this pamphlet in 
the hands of all who dispute the 
right of government to interfere 
in any way with the Sabbath. 


A Discourse addressed to Young Persons at 
the Croft Chapel, Hastings, on Lord’s 
day, June 20, 1833. By WitiaMm 
Davis. 

A lively, elegant, and evangelical 


| discourse, which, we trust, will be 


extensively useful, 
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OBITUARY. 


od 


MR& FORDHAM. 


Died, on Tuesday, February 26, 1833, 
at Caxton, in the county of Cambridge, 
Mary Ann, the wife of Mr. Samuel Ford- 
ham, pastor of the Baptist Church, Hail 
Weston, Hunts. 

It is thought that, at least, twelve or 
fourteen years have passed away, since 
Mrs. Fordham first became seriously im- 
pressed with the importance of eternal 
things; though she did not make a pub- 
lic profession of her faith in Christ till 
within a few years of herdecease. This 
backwardness in dedicating herself to 
the service of her Lord does not appear 
to have arisen so much from a want of 
love to him, or of just views of Christian 
obligation, as from a prevailing sense of 
personal unworthiness, and much self- 
diffidence. The formidable distance of 
eleven miles from the people of her hus- 
band’s charge, was considered a fearful 
obstacle to fulfilling the duties devolving 
upon a member of a Christian Church. 
To which must be added another circum- 
stance, even though it tend to admi- 
nister reproof to one whose interests 
were closely blended with those of the 
dear deceased. The circumstance al- 
luded to will appear from the following 
extract, taken from the church book, at 
Hail Weston, and bearing date the day 
on which Mrs; F—,. was baptized, Sep- 
tember 6, 1829,‘ S. F. wishes it to be 
left on record, as a caution and excite- 
ment to others, that his dear partner in 
life had felt the importance of religion 
for several years past; and that the 
immediate cause of her joining the 
church was her having been recently 
visited with severe affliction. In the 
prospect of death, she felt much pain on 
reflecting that she had never made that 
public profession of love to Christ, 
which the observance of divine ordi- 
nances would have enabled her to do; 
at the same time stating that she should 
have done so, had the duty been more 
urged upon her by her companion, 
When it pleased the Lord to restore her 
to health, the vows which were upon her 
were not forgotten; and it is, hoped 
that the life spared may, for the future, 
be more actively spent in promoting the 
divine glory; and that others, who read 
this account, may bestimulated todo what 
they do quickly, ‘for the night cometh.’” 
This wish her husband had the privilege 
of seeing (in a good degree) realized in. 


her deportment as a church member, | 


If not prevented by affliction, she gene 
rally accompanied him to the sanctuary 
on the Lord’s day; and, during the 
period she was connected with thachurch 
below, her place was never vacant at the 
table of the Lord, if her health enabled 
her to be present. As a wife and a mo- 
ther, her affection was of the tenderest 
kind; and, in sustaining these characters, 
if she erred, it was in the deep and pain- 
ful solicitude she felt for the temporal 
welfare of her family. 

About the commencement of this 
period, it pleased her heavenly Father 
to visit her with symptoms of asthma ; 
but as she had, when in a similar state 
before, suffered from the same disease, 
and recovered, her friends were not ap- 
prehensive of danger; neither did she, 
as far as the writer is able to judge, en- 
tertain more alarming anticipations than 
usual on such occasions. But, whatever 
might have been her particular views on 
the subject, it was evident to those about 
her, that she lived, from the commence- 
ment of her affliction, as a stranger and 
sojourner on the earth. Her concern, 
from this period, was not after the meat 
which perisheth; but, that she might 
eat of the bread which endureth for ever, 
and lay up treasure in the world to. come. 
Often would she say to her husband, 
amidst temporal difficulties, ‘‘I have no 
doubt the Lord will provide; he has 
done so, and will do it again.” Her 
chief anxieties now terminated on her 
spiritual interests, in lamenting the cold- 
ness of her affections, and the prevalence 
of her fears, A few days before her de- 
parture, to a dear friend who called to 
see her, she said, ‘‘I want to feel Christ 
all and inall.” That this desire was real- 
ized,in a great degree, even inthe present 
life, we cannot doubt—especially in the 
closing scene, awfully sudden, and, in 
many respects, distressingly painful as 
if was to survivors, 

In the night of Thursday, preceding 
her death, she was attacked with one of 
those painful spasmodic affections of the 
chest, from which she had, of late, suf- 
fered so much. She continued very ill 
during the following day and Saturday ; 
but on Lord’s day morning was so far 
better as to wish her husband to go to 
Weston; and she continued much inthe 
same state during the day. 

“On Monday night, symptoms were 
thought so far favourable as to induce 
the family, except the nurse, to retire to 
rest, But, alas! a few hours only bad, 
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elapsed, before her afflicted husband and 
children were aroused from their slum- 
bers, by the announcement that she was 
worse! After hurrying to the bed-side 
of the sufferer, they found that she had 


awoke out of sleep, a few moments be- | 
fore, apparently labouring for breath. 


At this trying moment she was reminded 
of the past goodness of her Saviour ; and 
inquiry was made as to her present state 
of mind, She replied, that she feared 
she had not trusted in the Lord, during 
her affliction, as she ought; but, imme- 
diately exclaimed, ‘‘ He said unto me, 
« My grace is sufficient for thee; and, as 
thy days, thy strength shall be.’’? And, 
in a moment or two after, leaned back 
upon her pillow, and, withoct a struggle 
or a groan, fell asleep in Jesus. ‘The 
deceased was in the 39th year of her 


age. 
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On the Friday, her remains were 
followed to the tomb by nearly thirty 
of her relatives, and about twenty 
members of the church, who came from 
Weston to Caxton to pay this mournful 
tribute of respect. 

Immediately after the interment, the 
Rey. G. B. Watkins, the dissenting 
minister at Caxton, preached a sermon 
from Col. iv. 3.to a crowded and deeply 
affected congregation. 

A funeral Sermon was also preached 
in the presence of a numerous auditory, 
at Weston, on the Lord’s day, by the 
Rey, E. Manning, of Gamlingay, from 
«« As thy days, so shall thy strength be,” 
Deut. xxxiii, 25,” On which occasion, 
the kind sympathies shown, by both 
minister and people, to the mourning 
pastor and his children, cannot be soon 
forgotten. The Lord requite them ! 
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BAPTIST DENOMINATIONAL UNION 
MEETING, 


(Concluded from page 328.) 


Passing_on’ to what is termed the 
Norfolk circuit, we are introduced to our 
brethren in Bucxincuamsuire. ‘Their 
association for 1832 was held at Ches- 
ham, when they reported a clear increase 
of forty-three members in fifteen 
churches ; appointed four special prayer- 
meetings in the several churches, for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; and 
agreed to print a circular letter, entitled 
“© Common Errors respecting Christian Ex- 
perience.” 

With the letter of the BeprorpsHirE 
Association for last year we have not 
been favoured ; but from another source 
we learn that it was held at Luton ; that 
its clear increase of members did not 
exceed thirty; but that the prospect of 
future prosperity somewhat brightens, 

Of Huntrncponsurre and CamBrinGE- 
SHIRE we haye received no particular in- 
formation, excepting that our friends; in 
the county last named, are exerting 
themselves, with zeal, in extending the 
gospel of Jesus in the villages around 
them. 

Our brethren in Surrotx and Nor- 
FOLK compose two Associations; from 
the elder of these bodies we have re- 
ceived no communication: the new As- 
sociation assembled in 1832 at Rattles- 
den, when the brethren agreed on the 
publication of a circular letter on Adop- 
tion ; reported a clear increase of fifty- 
nine members in nine churches; and 


resolved, ‘that no believer can, consis- 
tently with the purity of his principles 
and profession, engage in the business 
of a beer-shop, for the purpose of ob- 
taining,a temporal subsistence ; inas- 
much as such an occupation must ex- 
pose him to the filthy conversation of 
the wicked,—debar him, in a great 
measure, from the duties and privileges 
of family worship, and is commonly at- 
tended with the profanation of the 
Lord’s-day.” 

We cannot leave this district without 
a tear of affectionate regret over the 
tomb of our late valued friend and bro- 
ther, the Rev. Joseph Kinghorn, of 
Norwich; whose ardent piety, eminent 
talents, extensive learning, and distin- 
guished usefulness, endeared him to a 
wide circle of friends, both of our own 
and other denominations. We fervently 
pray that such removals may quicken a 
spirit of zeal and of devotion, and that 
God would raise up many to fill the 
places of those who are thus removed. 

Again changing our circuit, we are 
introduced into Oxrorpsntre. And 
again have we to regret that our brethren 
in this district have not fayoured us 
with their circular letter. We only 
know that their meeting last year was 
held at Chipping Norton. We would 
willingly rejoice or weep with them, as 
their circumstances may need; but a 
degree of knowledge is a needful pre- 
requisite to sympathy. 

Nor have our brethren in Benxsnire 
indulged us with a copy of their letter. 
We know only that their last meeting 
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was held at West Drayton ; and that its 
services, one of which was held in the 
open air, were attended with interest. 
We hope, however, to become better 
acquainted with these and other bre- 
thren. 

Thirty-six of the churches in Grov- 
CESTERSHIRE, WORCESTERSHIRE, HeERE- 
FORDSHIRE, SHROPSHIRE, STAFFORDSHIRE, 
and WarwicksHirE, compose the Mid- 
land Association, whose meeting for 1832 
was held at Pershore. Their circular 
letter is a condensed ‘‘ Historic Sketch of 
the Baptist Denomination ;” and their 
clear increase was 113 members. 

From an account very recently re- 
ceived, we learn that the Monmourn- 
sHIRE Association, comprising thirty-one 
churches, held its second annual meet- 
ing on the 28th and 29th of last month, 
at Bethesda; and are very happy to 
learn that, though the reports last year 
presented.a decrease of thirty-three, the 
clear increase of the present year is no 
less than 229, 

The NorrHaMPTONSHIRE Association 
combines many of the churches in that 
county, and in LeicesrersnirEe, Not- 
TINGHAMSHIRF, Dersysuire, LincoLn- 
SHIRE, and the one in RuTrLANDsHIRE. 
Our esteemed brethren have forgotten, 
however, to send us their letter; nor 
have we been able to learn from any 
other source the state of their churches, 
as reported at their meeting held at 
Oakham. * 

In turning to the Western division of 
the kingdom, we are introduced to the 
Southern Association ; the kind prompti- 
tude of whose Secretary enables us to 
give the state of their churches up to 
the 28th ult., when their last Association 
was held at Portsea. The number of 
churches in the Association is eighteen, 
in fifteen of which the clear increase the 
past year was seventy-four persons. 
The numberof their Sabbath scholars 
exceeds 3000; the total number of 
members reported 1404. Their circular 
letter is on the important subject of 
Church Discipline. This letter informs 
us that, within the last twenty years, 
twenty-one new Baptist chapels have 
been built in this county, and eighteen 
new churches formed, About ten 
churches in the county are unconnected 
with the Association. From another 
source we learn that some of our breth- 
ren in that district have agreed to meet 
oftener than in ordinary Associations, 
for the holy purpose of promoting a re- 
yival of religion, 

Several of the churches in. Dorsrr- 
SHIRE, with others in SoMERSETSHIRE, 
and the north of DeyonsuirE, compose 
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the Western Assoeiation, which held its 
meeting for 1832 at Montacute. Our 
brethren in this district have converted 
their Association fund into a fund to 
assist In the erection of chapels. Their 
circular letter was on The Influence which 
the Signs of the Times ought to exert on 
professing Christians; and the clear in- 
crease in these forty-one churches was 
126. 

Eleven of the churches in Wittsuire, 
ten in GLOUCESTERSHIRE, and nine in 
SoMERSETSHIRE, compose what is termed 
the Bristol Association. . Their annual 
meeting was last year held at Shortwood, 
when these thirty churches reported a 
clear addition of 252 members, and 
issued a circular letter on The Obligation 
of true Believers to obey the positive institu- 
tions of Christ. ; 

The report of the state of the Sourn 
Devon and Cornwatt Association will 
complete our notice of the west. In 
addition to the deep interest which our 
brethren who assembled at Kingsbridge, 
in common with almost every other 
association, expressed in reference to 
the persecutions of our brethren in Ja- 
maica, they recommended petitions to 
parliament in favour of the mitigation of 
the severity of the criminal code, and 
appointed a sub-committee of inquiry on 
the registration of births. The letter of 
this Association was On Spiritual Joy ; 
and the clear increase in fourteen 
churches was thirty-seven. A very 
happy measure of attention is given in 
this district to Home Missionary efforts. 

In reference to the Northern circuit, 
we regret to say that we have received 
no communications, except the circular 
letter of. The East and North Riding As- 
sociation, which last year assembled at 
Scarborough. This small Association of 
nine churches zealously labours in the 
cause of Home Missions; and has formed 
a society for the support of the widows 
of the ministers belonging to its own 
body. Their clear increase was fifty 
persons ; and their circular letter is on 
The Cause of Declension, and the best means 
of Promoting a Revival of Religion in the 
Church, 

- Of Lonpon and Mippixsex it is not 
in our power to say much; but, on the 
whole, we have much cause for gratitude 
to the Great Head of the church. It 
would not be difficult to refer to spots in 
this part of the vineyard where the Lord 
of the harvest has afforded delightful 
evidences of his mercy; and, though 
some other places are mourning the 
want of prosperity, we trust that a ten- 
der concern is cherished for the glory of 
the Redeemer, and the adyancement of 
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his cause. The innumerable public en- 
gagements of our pastors, and the ex- 
-eiting character of the period, are la- 
mented by many of our valued friends, 
as unfavourable to that pastoral inter- 
course which, we doubt not, would much 
contribute to our mutual advantage. 

Before we pass from this part of our 
Report, we may be permitted to refer to 
the deep interest which has been felt 
by our churches, in reference to the per- 
secution of our beloved friends in Ja- 
maica. Nearly the whole of our Asso- 
ciations passed resolutions, expressive 
of their tenderest sympathy with our 
brethren in that interesting island; and 
combined their vigorous efforts with 
others in calling on our legislature, not 
only to destroy the spirit of persecution, 
but to put an end to that accursed sys- 
tem of slavery which, for so long a 
period, has equally obstructed the pro- 
gress of temporal and spiritual happiness. 
Devoutly do we bless that Great Being 
who has listened to the prayers of the 
Christian, and the groans of the slave, 
and inclined our rulers to roll away this 
reproach from us. May our future 
vigorous efforts for the spiritual freedom 
of our fellow men testify the extent of 
our gratitude for their possession of 
civil liberty ! 

In turning now from Englend to 
Waters, we may remark that few coun- 
tries have been so highly favoured, as it 
regards religion, as the principality of 
Wales. At so remote a period as the 
days of Augustine the monk, the ancient 
Britons, driven by the horrors of war to 
the mountains of their present country, 
maintained the distinguishing tenet of 
our Denomination, and nobly refused 
to comply with the proud monk’s de- 
mand, “to give Christendom (christen- 
ing) to children.” During the dark 
ages which succeeded, Wales, however, 
was involved in the moral ignorance and 
superstition which overspread the west- 
ern world, under the reign of ‘‘ the Man 
of Sin.” In modern times, the first 
chureh in Wales, which proved the 
morning star of our Denomination_ in 
that country, was formed in the year 
1633, at Olchon, just two centuries ago ; 
and there were but three churches com- 
posing the first Association in 1650. In 
the year 1700, after a long season of 
difficulty and persecution, the Associa- 
tion was revived, and consisted of nine 
churches. In 1731, the number of 
churches had increased to fifteen. But 
how different the state of religion in the 
principality a century after! Not to 
mention the progress which other deno- 
minations have made, it appears, from a 
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list published ‘in the Greal (a Welsh 
magazine) in 1831, that the number of 
Baptist congregations, churches, and 
the branchesbelonging to them, amounted 
to 317; and that the ministers and 
assistants were 318, I 

In the year 1790, the Welsh Baptist 
Association comprehended only forty- 
six churches. Nevertheless it was 
deemed desirable, for the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s cause, that it should 
be divided into three Associations—one 
for the north, one for the south-west, 
and one for the south-east. The two 
latter had lately so increased, that it 
became necessary, in the opinion of the 
ministers and messengers, that they 
should be further divided into county 
Associations; except that one, distm- 
guished as the ‘‘ Old Association,” em- 
braces the counties of Radnor, Breck- 
nock, and Montgomery, with twenty-five 
congregations. The counties, therefore, 
having distinct Associations at present, 
are those of Glamorgan, Carmarthen, 
Pembroke, and Cardigan. 

Respecting these the following state- 
ment may not be unacceptable : 

The first annual meeting of the Gla- 
morganshire Association was appointed 
to be holden at Paran, on the third 
Wednesday of this month. We can 
only state, therefore, that there are in 
this county about thirty-five churches, 
twenty-eight pastors, nine assistants, 
and five branches. 

The Western county Associations are 
in a state of incomplete organization. 
Their first meetings are to be held this 
month at Newport, Newcastle-emlyn, 
and Aberystwyth. 

Churches. Branclies. Pastors. Assist. 
In Carmarthenshire 

there are about 32 16 32 25 
Pembrokeshire 26 21 31 17 
Cardiganshire 10 6 9 8 

TheNorthern Association comprehends 
the counties of Denbigh, Merioneth, 
Flint, Carnarvon, and the Isle of An- 
glesea. 


. ° Charches, Branches. Pastors. Assist, 
In Denbighshire 


there are about 17 + 11 13 
Merionethshire 2 5 2 1 
Flintshire. 3 5 2 3 
Carnaryonshire 16 3 12 + 
Anglesea 19 8 Gg 8 


Making a total, in connexion with this 
Association, of 79 congregations and. 
65 preachers, 

Tn addition to these, there are four 
Welsh churches in England—viz., in 
London, Bristol, Manchester, and Li- 
verpool, 

This is buc a brief and necessarily 
imperfect sketch of the statisti¢s of the 
Baptist Denomination in Wales at the 
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present time.. Of the progress of the 
gospel there, the last circular letters of: 
the Associations present, on the whole, 
a favourable and encouraging view. 
The circular letter of the northern As- 
sociation last year presents a clear 
Increase of 230. members, 
That of the western 435 oa 
That of the eastern 119 Arne 
That there should be about 300 Bap- 
tist congregations, and as many preach- 
ers of the Word, among a population of 
little more than 800,000, is surely a fact 
that demands our gratitude and thanks- 
giving to God. Nor would it be unim- 
portant for ministers and churches in 
England to inquire seriously how it has 
happened that the Baptist Denomination 
in this country does not bear a similar 
proportion to the mass of the people? It 
is not because the Welsh ministers are 
better educated, or are more comfortably 
supported, than their English brethren. 
The contrary is the fact. Nor does it 
appear that there is any greater adap- 
tation for usefulness in the style of 
preaching in Wales, than in that of this 
country; though it may be that the 
former is more decidedly characterized 
by simplicity and familiarity of address. 
Were we to hazard an opimion on the 
subject, we should be disposed to attri- 
bute the superior success of the Welsh 
ministers to the fact, that they preach 
more than their English brethren gene- 
rally do. The practice of itinerating, 
also, for the purpose of preaching through 
the country, though it has sometimes 
been grossly abused, has been productive 
of great and happy effects. Indeed, the 
Welsh people seem to act under the 
prevailing conviction, that ‘‘ faith cometh 
by hearing” the word of God; and that 
it has pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. In 
the churches (generally speaking) little 
attention is deyoted to the mere forms 
and punctilios of church order and dis- 
cipline, which, in many places, are the 
causes of doubtful disputations ratherthan 
godly edifying. Preaching is the all- 
engrossing subject; and, even at the 
annual meetings of the Associations, not 
fewer than from twelve to fifteen sermons 
are preached in about one day and a 
half, to congregations of several thousand 
persons. In stating these facts, it is 
not intended that the churches here 


should in all things do likewise ; but it - 


may be worthy of consideration, whether 
our “sowing too sparingly be not the 
cause that we reap so sparingly.” f 
Unwilling to detain your attention, by 
suggesting the refiections which even 
this imperfect review of our Denomina- 
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tion would furnish, we shall take the 
liberty of making two or three remarks 
on a subject which cannot, we trust, be 
uninteresting to this meeting ; and then 
draw our Report to a close, 

The state of our Denomination in the 
United States of America, is a. subject. 
on which we cannot look without holy 
joy, and almost unmingled satisfaction. 
Unincumbered as they are with the in- 
conveniences of a sect supported by the 
state, and blessed with zeal, harmony, 
and ardent devotion, the word of the 
Lord among them has free course and is 
glorified, So that our Denomination in 
that country presents a larger number of 
worshippers than any other. We ven- 
ture to suggest that the public spirit of 
their churches, and the deyotedness of 
their ministers to pastoral visiting, might 
be advantageously held up to the imi- 
tation of our. brethren in this country. 
We cannot but admire their combination 
of effort with ‘prayer, and of constancy 
with fervour. While each Christian is 
found blending his individual labours 
and prayers with those of his pastor, 
and identifying the prosperity of the 
church to which he belongs with his 
own, the blessing of the Great Source 
of all good may be humbly expected, and 
is there very happily enjoyed. - 

But we have thus referred to our 
American brethren on another account. 
They have afforded various proofs of 
cordial Christian attachment towards 
their European brethren ; and, as they 
hold aTriennial Convention of their body, 
we would respectfully suggest whether 
it might not be desirable for this meeting 
to appoint a Committee to draw up an 
address, expressing the kind and. fra- 
ternal feelings you entertain towards 
them; and submit it for adoption at the 
next annual meeting, to. be forwarded 
from thence to the convention to be held 
in the United States in the spring of 
1835. These mutual expressions of 
brotherly love, while they encourage 
the hearts of brethren in both hemi- 
spheres, will tend to show to the world 
the unity of the servants of our common 
Master. 

We have ventured to speak of another 
meeting in the next year similar to the 
present ; but it will be for you to decide 
whether such meeting is desirable, and 
what arrangements shall be made to 
secure its efficiency. It must be re- 
membered that a committee, feeling in- 
terest in the subject, is of no small im- 
portance; that the co-operation of our 
brethren in the country, especially those 
who take the lead in our public business, 
is essentially requisite ; and that a small 

i SE 
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fund, to meet the expense of correspon- 
dence, &c., is of importance. We feel 
persuaded that these meetings might be 
made eminently useful; but it must be 
clearly seen that they can only be so in 
proportion to the interest generally taken 
in them. 


While, then, Retoat brethren, we- 


congratulate you on the past dealings of 
Jehovah towards us, and rejoice with 
you in the animating prospects which 
open to our view—and, while we yield 
to none in holy attachment to the various 
societies connected with our body, which 
have assembled us together from various 
parts of the empire—we earnestly ask 
you to devise those schemes which shall 
constitute a new bond of union among 
us, and enable us more fully to testify 
our united concern for the honour of 
Immanuel. Having but ‘‘one Lord, 
one faith, and one baptism,” why should 
we not appear as one; and thus con- 
strain the surrounding world to say, 
«‘See how these Christians love one 
another !’? and to honour that Saviour 
whom we love, and whose cause shall 
be greatly promoted by the union of his 
disciples. 

Communications, including circular 
Letters, Local Reports, &c., &c., are 
respectfully requested to be addressed. 
if possible, free of expense, to the Rey. J. 
Belcher, Missionary Rooms, Fen-court, 
Fenchurch-street ; or to the care of Mr, 
Wightman, 24, Paternoster-row. 


PETITION OF THE SOCIFTY OF FRIENDS 
FOR THE ABOLITION OF TITHES, &Xc, 


To the Commons of the United Kingdom of 


Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament 
assembled. 


We, the undersigned, members of the 
religious Society of Friends, called 
Quakers, assembled at our Yearly Meet- 
ing, in London, respectfully represent to 
Parliament, that our Society has always 
objected, on principle, to Tithes, and 
other compulsory ecclesiastical claims, 

We consider it to be our bounden duty 
to conform ourselves to the laws, and to 
obey the government of our country; in 
all things which do not interfere with 
the higher claims of conscience towards 
God; but, whenever there is such an 
interference, it is our established prac- 
tice to refuse an active compliance with 
the law, and patiently to suffer the con- 
sequences, 

On this principle, we have always re- 
fused the payment of Tithes, and other 
ecclesiastical demands ; and, at the same 
time, have offered no oppusition to the 
distraint of our goods for these purposes, 
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In the earlier periods of the Society, its 
members were exposed to grievous suf- 
ferings and persecutions on this account. 
Not only were they despoiled of their 
property, in a vexatious and ruinous 
manner, but their persons were seized, 
and they were immured in dungeons, to 
the injury of their health, and, in many 
instances, even to the loss of their lives: 
and, although the laws which render us 
liable to suits in the ecclesiastical courts, 
are now but seldom enforced, we still 
suffer considerable injury from the levy- 
ing of distraints, and from the exactions 
with which they are often accompanied. 

Our reasons for refusing these pay- 
ments are purely of a religious nature ; 
and they are as follow : 

First. That we regard the interfer- 
ence of the civil government, in matters 
of religion and private conscience, to be 
the usurpation of a prerogative which 
belongs only to God, 

Secondly. That we consider the set- 
ting apart of Tithes, for the maintenance 
of the ministers of religion, to have been 
an unwarrantable return to the proyvi- 
sions of the Levitical law, and at vari- 
ance with the nature and character of 
the Gospel. 

Thirdly. That we believe the ministry 
of the Gospel to be free in its nature, 
according to the command of our Lord 
and Saviour to his disciples: ‘‘ Freely 
ye have received, freely give ;” and that 
the contravention of this principle has an 
unfailing tendency to convert religion 
into a trade, and grievously to impede 
the diffusion of vital Christianity. 

We also deem the compulsory support 
of the ministers of any church, and of an 
ecclesiastical system connected there- 
with, to be opposed to that liberty which 
the Gospel confers; and when claimed 
from those who conscientiously dissent 
from that church, to be a violation of the 
common principles of justice, 

Observing with satisfaction that the 
subject of tithes and other ecclesiastical 
demands is likely to come under the 
deliberate review of the Legislature, we 
consider this to be the proper time for 
representing to Parliament these our 
Christian principles ; and we respectfully 
beseech the House of Commons not to 
rest satisfied with any modification of 
the present system, but to take effectual 
measures for the entire remoyal of all 
such imposts. 

In conclusion, we feel bound to, ex- 
press to Parliament our heartfelt prayer, 
that Almighty God may bless and pre- 
serve the Government and Legislature 
of our country, and may direct all their 
counsels for the happiness of the nation, 
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for the welfare of mankind in general, 
and for his own glory. 

Signed by Six Hundred and Seyenty- 
nine Members of the Society of Friends, 
— various parts of the United’ King- 

om. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, 


At a General Meeting of the Anti- 
slavery Society and its Friends, held at 
Exeter-hall, London, on the 20th of J uly, 
1833, the Right Hon. Lord Suffield, and 
afterwards W. Smith, Esq. in the chair ; 

The following Resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted :— 

1. That this Meeting has heard with 
grief and astonishment, that in the Bill 
for the Abolition of Colonial Slavery it 
is proposed to compel the slaves to be- 
come apprentices for 12 years, and some 
of the children even for a longer period, 
during which time they are not allowed 
the choice of their master, nor are they 


to be requited for their labour ; whichis, | 
in fact, only a state of modified slavery | 


under another name, and which we have 
reason exceedingly to dread will cause 


insurrection and bloodshed in the Co- | 


lonies. 

2. That by the plainest principles of 
religion and justice, the slave has an un- 
doubted right to his freedom without 
delay and without price; this meeting 
therefore deprecates any plan by which 
he is made to pay, by his labour or other- 
wise, either in whole or in part, the price 
of his emancipation. 

3. That to intrust to the Colonial As- 
semblies the power of legislating in 
any way in reference to the labouring 
population, or leaving at their disposal 
or discretion the framing of any regula- 
tions respecting religious liberty, inde- 
pendently of the British Parliament, 
after the experience we have had of the 
nature of their proceedings towards their 
bondmen, would be inthe highest degree 
preposterous. 

4, That thismeeting cannot, under the 
circumstances, consent to the grant of 
£20,000,000; but when that debt of 
justice, which is due to the negro shall 
have been fully paid by immediate eman- 
cipation, this meeting will cheerfully 
consent to promote such fair measures of 
relief to the West India planters as may 
be deemed needful by Parliament, leav- 
ing to the discretion of His Majesty’s 
government the consideration of such 


cases of distress as shall be proved to 


result from the measure. : 
5. That the bounties and protecting 
duties imposed in favour of West Indian 
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produce are a grievous pecuniary bur- 
den upon the country; are partial and 
oppressive in restricting our commerce, 
and cruel and unjust in lessening the 
employment of the people; that if this 
nation had not thus paid for the support 
of West Indian slavery, a system so 
cruelly oppressive and fearfully destruc- 
tive of human life could not have been 
continued; and had not the natural in- 
crease of the slaves been thus prevented, 
they would long since have become too 
numerous to have been profitably held in 
bondage; that therefore these bounties 
and protecting duties ought forthwith to 
be abolished. 

6. That the character of the proposed 
Biil for the Abolition of Colonial Slavery 
being in its most important particulars 
essentially at variance with the princi- 
ples of the memorial presented to His 
Majesty’s ministers on the 19th of April 
last, by 339 delegates from all parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland; it is the 
opinion of this meeting that those gentle- 
men should be forthwith summoned to 
London, to support, by every effort in 
their power, the great principles to which 
they have, in that document, so solemnly 
pledged themselves. 

7. That the most cordial thanks of this 
meeting be given to Lord Suffield for 
his conduct in the chair, and especially 
for the great services he has performed 
in the cause of the Negro. That the 
most cordial thanks of the meeting be 
also given to W. Smith, Esq., for his 
services this day in the chair, and for his 
indefatigable exertions, during half a 
century, in the same good cause. 


LONDON BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. _ 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear Sir, ‘ 

It is our duty to send you the follow- 
ing brief statement relative to this insti- 
tution, and to request the favour of its 
insertion in the next number of the Ma- 
gazine, for the information of the public. 

From the Annual Meeting, held at 
Salter’s Hall Chapel, in June, 1832, to 
that held there in June, 1833, the fol- 
lowing churches have been assisted with 
the sums appended :— i 


Glemsford, - - Suffolk, £60 
Bath, ( York-street - Somerset, 70 
Mirfield, - - - York, - 70 
Glyndwfrdwy,  - - Merioneth, 40 
Drayton Parslow, - - Bucks, - 30 
Newport, - - - Monmouth 55 
Costessy, - - - Norfolk, 40 
Oakham,  - - - Rutland, 65 


Swansea, (Welch church) Glamorgan 60 
Lowestoft, + - : - Suffolk, 50 


076 


Epwell, = - - Oxon, 20 
Creech, St. Michael’s, - Somerset, 70 
Mildenhall, - - - Suffolk, 35 
Southsea, — - - - Hants, 70 
Llanfyllyn, - - -Montgomery,40 

Making a total of fifteen churches, to 


which the sum of £775 has been granted _ 


by the Society. 

Itis a matter of sincere regret, that the 
committee have not had it in their 
power effectively to relieve a larger 
number of country churches; especially 
as there are many cases now before them 
which are highly deserving of the bene- 
volent consideration, and the liberal as- 
sistance of wealthy Christians in the 
metropolis. It should not be forgotten, 
however, that the sums above mentioned 
are received, by the churches for which 
they have been voted, without any deduc- 
tion whatever,except the expense of a few 
postages, and the carriage of their trust 
deeds. The object of those christian 
gentlemen who assisted in the formation 
of this fund, and who still favour it with 
their liberal support, was, to render all 
the pecuniary aid in their power to poor 
country churches of the Baptist denomi- 
nation, without subjecting them and the 
public in London to the innumerable 
evils attending the system of personal 
application. 

We hope that the insertion of this state- 
ment, in your columns, will induce some 
benevolent individuals to become sub- 
scribers to the institution, who have not 
yet practically attended to its claims. 

Tuomas Tuomas 2g. 4. 
Cuarurs Srovett. § secretaries, 


STEPNEY COLLEGE, 


The annual meeting of the subscribers 
and friends of the above institution was 
held at the King’s Head Tavern, Poultry, 
on Tuesday evening, June 25, W. B. 
Gurney, Esq. Treasurer, in the chair, 
After prayer, by the Rev. Joseph Davis, 
the report was read by the Rey. E, 
Steane, Secretary. Its statements were 
received with evident satisfaction both 
as they related to the diligence and good 
conduct of the students, and to the fi- 
nances. It appeared that twenty-three 
young men had, during the year, received 
its patronage; that seven had left the 
College to become pastors of various 
churches; and that two were now en- 
gaged in supplying pulpits with a view to 
that office, As the result of an appeal to 
Christian liberality, a debt of more than 
£700 had been completely extinguished ; 
and the institution was thus relieved from 
an incumbrance by which it had been for 
several years oppressed. “At the same 
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time it was stated that the annual ex- 
penditure exceeded the present income 
by £90. This sum requires to be pro- 
vided ; or the number of students must 
be reduced. We join with the Com- 
mittee, in earnestly deprecating this 
latter alternative, and warmly urge the 
friends of an educated ministry, both by 
individual subscriptions and congrega- 
tional collections, to furnish them with 
the funds necessary to preserve, and, we 
will add, to increase the efficiency of so 
valuable an institution. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
Mr. Epiror, 

There is reason to conclude that many 
worthy agents in the work of Sunday 
School Instruction, in our denomination, 
are not aware that a Society exists “ for 
the support and encouragement of Sunday 
Schools, throughout the British dominions, 
and to assist, by gratuitous supplies of 
Bibles, Testaments, and Spelling Books, or 
Lessons, all Sunday Schools requiring aid.”’ 
This Society is entirely distinct from the 
Sunday School Union Society, while it 
has the same object in view, viz. that of 
assisting the designs of the friends of 
Sabbath School Instruction; and espe- 
cially ini those cases where assistance is 
most needed, Forms of applications for 
grants may be had of Mr. Bruce, Trump- 


street, King-street, Cheapside. Y wis 
POPLAR. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Sir, 

Permit me, in the name of my dear 
friends at Poplar, to return you thanks 
for the kind notice taken of our meeting, 
in your July number, and briefly to in- 
form you of its result. The sum raised 
amounted to more than £60; the meet- 
ing was characterized by all that is 
lovely and kind on the part of surround. 
ing friends, of different denominations ; 
and we now beg most earnestly to renew 
our appeal to the Christian public for 
help with respect to the sum remaining, 
about £160, I close with a passage of 
Scripture, most appheable to our situa- 
tion,—‘‘ The strength of the bearers of 
burdens is decayed we cannot build the 
wall.” 

Yours, very affectionately, 
J. Upron. 
ASSOCIATION, 
SOUTHERN. 
_ The Southern Association of Baptist 
Churches, held its annual meeting, May 
28, 29, 1833, at Ebenezer Chapel, South- 
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sea, near Portsmouth. On Tuesday 
evening, the Moderator opened the 
meeting by prayer; after which the let- 
ters from the churches were read. At 
seven o’clock, Mr. Watts, of Andover, 
preached from Psalm lIxi, 13.; Mr. 
Davies, of Whitchurch, and Mr. Gill, of 
Parley, prayed. A prayer meeting was 
held on Wednesday morning, at seven ; 
and at half-past seven, Mr. Russell, of 
Broughton, preached from Acts xx. 24; 
Mr. Smeed, of Midhurst, and Mr. Birt, 
of Portsea, prayed. 

The association met for business, when 
the circular letter, drawn up byMr.Davis, 
of Newport, was read and ordered to be 
printed. It was agreed to hold the next 
meeting of the association at Long- 
Parish, in 1834, and Messrs.’ Grant, 
Birt, and Gill to preach. The. cir- 
cular letter to be drawn up by Mr. 
Watts, of Andover. The church: at 
Parley was received into the associa- 
tion. 

On Wednesday evening, Mr. Bulgin, 
of Poole, preached from Genesis iii. 15. 

The Rev. Messrs. Shoveller, Clay, 
Morris, Cakebread, Grant, - Futcher, 
Crossman, Davis, and Tilly, took part in 
the devotional exercises. : 

T. Titxy, Secretary. 


e*+ For the state of the churches in this asso- 
ciation, see page 371. 


ORDINATIONS, &c. 


PRESTON, LANCASHIRE. 


This fine town, half-encircled by the 
river Ribble, contains a population of 
33,000 souls; 11,000 of whom are pro- 
fessedly Roman Catholics, leaying 22,000 
bearing the name of Protestants, of which 
number there is reason to believe there 
are at least 17,000 who are living without 
the semblance of religion, or the fear of 
God. Its glaring vices are drunkenness 
and the profanation of the sabbath-day. 

There are two Independent chapels, 
and one of Lady Huntingdon’s Connexion, 
the average attendance of the three to- 
gether is about 700 persons ; Methodist, 
and irregular Methodist places of worship, 
about 800 persons altogether ; one Unita- 
rian place of Worship, about 50 or 60 
attendants. The Baptist, which (with 
the exception of the Unitarian) is the 
oldest dissenting church in the town, has 
existed about half acentury ; and, through 
various changes, at one time was reduced 
so low, that there was only one male 
member remaining in it, Under the pas- 
toral care of the Rey. Mr. Holmes, it 
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increased a litthe in number, and much 
in moral and religious improvement ; but 
several years ago, this excellent minister 
was constrained to leave on account.of its 
inability to support him, Since that time, 
it has been principally supplied by students 
from Bradford Academy ; but the distance 
they had to travel rendered the expense 
more than this poor church could bear, 
and the brethren had nearly come to a re- 
solution to give up all hope of the regular: 
administration of the word and ordinances 
of Christ, and devote their energies to the 
culture of the sabbath-school, which had 
prospered amidst all their discourage- 
ments, 

In May 1832, they heard that the Rev. 
William Giles, sen., late of Chatham, who 
was at that time collecting for the Baptist 
Irish Society at Manchester and Liverpool, 
had serious thoughts of leaving Chatham, 
and removing into Lancashire. They 
invited him to preach one Lord’s day for 
them, and his compliance induced them— 
as they thought his ministry likely to 
revive their dying cause—to give him an 
unanimous invitation to become their 
pastor. To this invitation he declined 
giving a positive answer until he ascer- 
tained that there was a prospect of his 
being instrumental in reviving the cause, 
and that a field for usefulness was likely 
to open, but consented to preach for 
six months, and then finally to decide. 
During these six months, the congregation 
was increased more than six-fold; the 
ordinance of baptism was twice adminis- 
tered, and the chapel became incapable of 
holding the persons desirous of hearing 
the word of life. Under these pleasing 
circumstances, acting on the advice and 
with the concurrence of the neighbouring 
ministers and religious friends, it was con- 
sidered absolutely necessary to enlarge the 
chapel immediately. This has been done, 
and the new place of worship, which will 
seat 600 persons and 250 Sunday-school 
children, was operied. on sabbath-day, 
Feb.17, 1853,when the Rev. James Lister, 
of Liverpool, preached in the morning 
from John iii. 8, and the Rev. John Birt, 
of Manchester, in the afternoon, from 
Eph. ii, 22, and in the evening from Luke 
xii. 32, 

On the following day, the Rev. William 
Giles was publicly recognized as the pastor 
of the church, when the Rey. John Birt 
stated the nature of a Christian church, 
and asked the usual questions; the Rey. 
James Lister offered the intercessory 
prayer ; and the Rev. Messrs. Slate and 
Carnson (Independents), and Welsdon, 
(of Lady Huntingdon’s Connexion), took 
part in the service. In the evening, the 
Rey. James Lister preached to the people 
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from Matt. v. 13, 14; and the Rev. Mr. 
Blakey, of Inskip, prayed. Since that 
time ten candidates have proposed them- 
selves for baptism, and there is now every 
reason to believe that this church, which 
twelve months ago was in so drooping and 
almost dying a condition, with the Divine 
blessing, will become a flourishing Baptist 
church. ‘‘ May the little one become a 
thousand, and the small one a strong 
nation !” S. G. 


BUCKLAND ST. MARY. 


Twelve persons were dismissed from 
the church at Hatch Beauchamp, Somer- 
set, on July Ist., 1832, to form a church 
at Buckland St. Mary, and Staple, in the 
same county, These parishes are ad- 
joining ; and, as both of them are desira- 
ble stations, and some of the members 
reside in each, public worship is held 
in the one on the morning, and in the 
other on the afternoon of the Lord’s day. 
These individuals publicly and solemnly 
gave up themselves to each other, to 


walk according to gospel rule, in the | 


presence of their Jate pastor, who ad- 
dressed them on the nature of the Union 
then formed, and delivered to them the 
emblems of a Saviour’s dying love. 

On October 8ist., Mr, James Miller, 
a member of the church at Hatch, having 
received from the infant church an una- 
nimous call to become their pastor, was 
solemnly set apart for that purpose. 
Brother Moreton, of Somerton (Inde- 
pendent), commenced the service with 
reading and prayer. Brother Coombes, 
of Taunton, stated the nature of a gospel 
church, and asked the usual questions. 
Brother Humphry, of North-Curry, of- 
fered the ordination prayer: and brother 
Cox, of Hatch, gave the charge to the 
pastor elect. In the evening, brother 
Moreton concluded the services with 
a charge to the church and congrega- 
tion, 

We may just add, that this station has 
been many years occupied in connexion 
with the church at Hatch; and that the 
present members are principally the 
fruits of the ministry of its late pastor, 
Mr. Fry, Present prospects seem very 
encouraging, 


JeBEC, 


SALEM, STOCKWELL, 

On Christmas day, 1832, Mr. William 
Alderson was publicly ordained over the 
particular Baptist church, meeting in 
Salem Chapel, Stockwell, Surrey, formed 
on the 4th day of December preceding, 
Mr. James Castleden, of Hampstead, 
opened the service by reading and 
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prayer, and deliyered some suitable in- 
troductory remarks. He then asked the 
usual questions, to which the most satis- 
factory answers were returned by Mr. 
Alderson ; after which, Mr. Castleden 
addressed the church; Mr. John Stevens, 
minister of Salem chapel, Mead’s-court, 
Soho (Mr. Alderson’s esteemed pastor), 
offered up the ordination prayer, deli- 
vered a charge from 2 Cor. viii. 10, and 
concluded with prayer. 


UPTON-UPON-SEVERN. 


Jan. lst, 1833.—Mr. John Freer was 
ordained over the Baptist church at 
the above place. The Rev. Mr. Keen, of 
Pershore, delivered the introductory ad- 
dress, and asked the usual questions. 
Rev. Mr. Waters, M. A., of Worcester, 


offered the ordination prayer. Late Rev. 
W. Anderson, of Bristol, gave the 
charge, from 2 Tim. ii. 15. Rev. Mr. 


Coles, of Bourton on the Water, preached 
to the church and people in the even- 
ing, from 1 Cor, xvi. 10. The Rev. 
Messrs. Williams, of | Cheltenham, 
Welsford, of Tewkesbury, Room, 
of Evesham, and Turnbull, of West- 
macott, took part in the services, 
which’ were numerously attended. It 
appears, from the church books, that this 
church has existed from about the year 
1662, when the Rey. Benjamin Baxter 
(brother to the Rey. Richard Baxter), 
was ejected from the living at Upton, 
but continued to reside in the vicinity, 
though it did not become, till some time 
after this, a Baptist church. About 
thirty years ago it appears to have been 
in a flourishing state, but from various 
causes of an unfavourable nature, it has 
declined the last few years ; the number 
of members at’ present is about forty. 
Upton appears to be an interesting and 
important station, since the population of 
the town and villages around is very 
considerable, and there is no other dis- 
senting interest of any kind within seven 
miles. There are also some pleasing 
indications of a revival of religion 
among them, 


MACHYNLLETH, MONTGOMERYSHIRE,. 


On Wednesday and Thursday, the 3d 
and 4th of April, a meeting was held at 
Machynlleth, Montgomeryshire, to ordain 


. Mr. David Jones pastor of the Particular 


Baptist Church in the above place On 
Wednesday evening, at six, Brother John 
Williams, of Aberduar, prayed; Mr. Joel 
Jones, of Llwynguril, and Thomas Evans, 
of Jezreel, preached from Bph. vie 18, and 


Religious Intellivence. 


Isa. xxvii.13. On Thursday, at ten o’clock, 
‘Thomas Evans prayed, and the Rev. David 
Roberts, of Penrhyncoch, delivered a dis- 
course on the nature of the church of 
Christ, asked the usual questions, and 
offered the ordination prayer, together 
with laying on of hands; the Rev. John 
Williams addressed the young minister, 
from 1 Tim. iv. 8. At two o’clock, 
Brother Joel Jones prayed, and the Rey. 
D. Roberts preached on the duty of the 
church to the minister, from Ex. xvii. 12, 
and the Rey. Isaac Jones, of Staylittle, 
from Rom. viii. 28. At six in the even- 
ing, Brother prayed, and the Rev. 
John Williams and the Rev. D. Roberts, 
preached from Isa. xlv. 22, and Luke xiv. 
18. This church was for several years in 
a very deplorable state, but at present is in 
a favourable condition. Mr. Jones was 
the first minister appointed to this charge. 
Tn the years 1831-2,thirty-nine individuals 
were baptized, 


BRECON. 

In consequence of a few Christians of 
the Baptist denomination being brought 
by Divine Providence some years ago to 
reside in Brecon, the Rev. John Evans, 
the pastor of the Welsh Baptist church, 
established an English service at his 
chapel, once every Lord’s day, which 
was continued for several years, and the 
number of English members increased 
so much, that it was deemed advisable 
to form them into a separate church. 
This was done by their pastor, who also 
administered the Lord’s supper to them, 
as a distinct christian society. As the 
claims of the Welsh church would not 
admit of there being more than one 
English service on the sabbath, it was 
considered that a separate place of 
worship would prove conducive to the 
spiritual prosperity and increase of the 
newly-formed church. The propriety 
and importance of obtaining such a place 
were evident, not only from their being 
a church and congregation already ga- 
thered; but also from the rapid progress 
of the English language among the rising 
population, the young people generally 
preferring it, and many of them being in- 
capable of receiving religious instruction 
through the medium of the Welsh lan- 
guage. With a view to provide for this 
new and increasing demand, as well as 
to obtain for themselves the means of 
grace, the English Baptists, in 1824, 
purchased a piece of freehold land, which 
was regularly invested in trustees, and a 
meeting-house (measuring 41 feet by 
31) was erected. The expenses, inclu- 
ding land, trust-deeds, &c., amounted 
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to upwards of #800. After all the 
exertions made by the friends at home, 
and the collections obtained in different 
places in England and Wales, a debt of 
about £400 still remains, which is felt to 
be oppressive and discouraging, 

Though several persons have been 
already baptized on a profession of their 
faith since the erecton of the chapel, and 
there is every prospect that the church 
and congregation will gradually increase, 
yet the cause must be regarded, as yet, 
in its infancy, and the pecuniary resour- 
ces of the church are inadoquate to dis- 
charge the interest of the debt, and to 
afford a sufficient maintenance to a mi- 
nister. In these embarrassing, though 
not despairing circumstances, they are 
under the necessity of soliciting the aid 
of the religious public; and their minis- 
ter, the Rev. Joseph Ashford, has kindly 
undertaken to present their case to a few 
of the churches in England, whose con- 
tributions will be most gratefully re- 
ceived, 

So far from wishing to throw their 
burden unnecessarily upon the public, 
they are determined, as soon as the debt 
shall be so far reduced as to relieve 
them considerably from the heavy de- 
mand of interest on money borrowed, to 
make the most strenuous efforts to reduce 
gradually, so as ultimately to annihilate, 
the remaining portion of the debt. 

Having thus laid a plain statement of 
their circumstances before the public, 
they would most thankfully acknowledge 
their obligations to those churches and 
benevolent individuals, who have con- 
tributed to relieve their pecuniary diffi- 
culties, and earnestly solicit the assist- 
ance of those christian friends, to whom 
application may be made on their behalf. 
Requesting that you will give this an 
early insertion in your valuable miscel- 
lany, f 

We remain, yours truly, 
D. Davies. 
E. ‘Trew, 
R. Bricar, 


i Deacons, 


M. DE RODT. 

On Monday evening, June 3rd., 
the Rev. Charles de Rodt, a native of 
Berne, in Switzerland, was publicly set 
apart to the ministerial office, at the 
Rey. Dr Cox’s chapel, Hackney. Dr. 
Burder read the scriptures and prayed, 
Dr. Cox introduced the business, and 
received Mr. de Rodt’s statement, Mr, 
Collison offered the ordination prayer. 
Dr. Smith delivered the charge, Mr, 
Berry concluded in prayer.—sSee Conti- 
nental Herald, appended to this Number. 
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WARDRES-STREET, RAMSGATE. 


_ A place of worship was purchased 
about twelve months ago, for the use of the 
Particular Baptist denomination in this 
place. The pulpit has hitherto been sup- 
plied by different ministers, for the most 
nart students of the Baptist College; 
Stepney, On Friday, 24th May last, 
several friends, residing at Ramsgate, 
members of Baptist Churches in London 
and elsewhere, who had long felt the 
desirableness of being united together in 
church fellowship, met for that purpose. 
The Rev. D. M. Williams (late of Lei- 
cester) having read a portion of Scrip- 
ture, and offered prayer for the Divine 
blessing, addressed the friends on the 
nature and importance of the step they 
were about to take, and gave a brief 
statement of the articles of the Christian 
Faith, as received by the churches in our 
denomination. These having been as- 
sented to, the friends, with much solem- 
nity of feeiing, signified their resolution 
to form themselves intoa church, After 
this, five persons were introduced, most 
of them young, as candidates for baptism 
and church fellowship ; having related 
their experience to the satisfaction of all, 
they were admitted, and on the follow- 
ing Lord’s day, baptized in the presence 
of a congregation unusually large. On 
Wednesday, 29th May, the new church 
was publicly recognized. The Rey. J. 
Adey (Independent) read and prayed. 
The Rev. C. Stovel, of London, de- 
livered a discourse from Eph, ii, 19, 20, 
21, 22.; and having given the right 
hand of fellowship to those who had re- 
cently been baptized, administered the 
Lord’s Supper. The Rev. D, M. Wil- 
Niams closed this very interesting service 
with prayer.—The congregation having 
considerably increased of late, it has 
been- found necessary to erect galleries, 
which will be completed by the beginning 
of August. The Rev. D, M. Williams, 
by whom the pulpit has been supplied 
for the last four months, will prolong his 
stay to the end of the year. 


RECENT DEATH. 


On Wednesday, May 29th, at Laver- 
ton, near Frome, died Sarah, the widow 
of the Rey. James Dyer, formerly pastor 
of the Baptist Church, at Devizes. This 
venerable woman was in her 87th year, 
having survived her husband nearly six- 
and-thirty years, and throughout her long 
life eminently adorned her Christian pro- 
fession. It was her privilege to be de- 
scended from a line of pious ancestors, 


' Robert Hall. 
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some of whom were numbered among the 
Nonconformists of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. Her father, Mr. George Barton, 
of Lower Wallop, Hants, was, for many 
years, adeacon of the church at Brough- 
ton, with which society his daughter, 
united herself, by baptism, in early life. 
In the year 1770, she married Mr. Dyer, 
then engaged in business at Whitchurch, 
and removed with him to Devizes, in 
1783, when he devoted himself more 
fully to the labours of the ministry. For 
many years subsequently to the death of 
her excellent husband, Mrs. Dyer re- 
sided at Frome ; but, more recently, she 
remoyed to Laverton, where the infir- 
mities of her declining age were watched 


| over by all the tender assiduities of filial 


affection. From this calm and lovely 
retirement, death was at length commis- 
sioned to remove her to a world in which 
her best affections had long dwelt, and 
her departure well corresponded with 
the uniform tenor of her long life— 
evincing a serene and tranquil reliance 
on the Saviour. A numerous assemblage 
of friends and relations attended her be- 
loved remains to the grave, and a ser- 
mon, adapted to the occasion, was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Thresher, of 
Crockerton, from ‘“ Christ is all and in 
all,” a-passage, which had been chosen 
by the deceased. 

Scarcely had the grave closed on the 
lifeless form of this aged saint, when 
one of her many grandchildren was 
called to follow her into the unseen 
world.—Mary, the second daughter of 
the Rev. John Dyer, of Camberwell 
Grove, near London. For several 
months she was confined to her chamber, 
while pulmonary consumption was slowly 
effecting its ravages on her mortal frame ; 
but she was mercifully sustained through- 
out by the consolations of the gospel, 
and presented a sweet and edifying ex- 
ample of the power of faith, and of the 
divine veracity and care. Those, whose 
privilege it was to wait around that 
dying bed, will not easily forget the 
hallowed associations of the scene, She 
expired, in the blessed hope and cheer- 
ful anticipation of eternal glory, on Sa- 
turday, the 8th of June, in the 21st year 
of her age. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Just Published. 
Biographical Recollections of the Rey. 
By J. W. Morris. ' 

A Portrait of the Rev. W. Steadman, 
D.D. of Bradford, fourteen inches by 
eleyen, 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


AUGUST, 1833. 


Ir is very gratifying to be able to state that the labours of Mr, ALLEN and his 
assistants, in preaching the Gospel, have been blessed in so many instances in 
the conversion of both Roman Catholics and nominal Protestants. , 


It will be seen that Mr. ALLEN is very averse to the proposed plan of re- 
ducing the expenditure by dismissing some of the Scripture readers, and break+ 
ing up some of the schools. We still hope that the increased liberality of the 
friends of the Society will render such a step unnecessary. The collections in. 
Ireland have been more this year than the last, especially in Mr, ALLEN’s dis- 
trict, which have been fifty pounds more than was expected. 


The state of the funds will require the most energetic efforts to recruit them 
immediately. For this purpose, the Rev. Stephen Davis will, in the course of a 
few weeks, visit Bristol] and other places in the West of England ; after which, 


he will be expected by the Committee to visit Scotland. 


From the Rey. James Aten to the 
SECRETARIES. 
Ballina, May 22, 1833. 
An anxiety to forward with this par- 
cel a number of specimens of work from 
the female schools has occasioned the 
delay of a few days. As the Annual 
Meeting, however, is approaching, and 
as some of the friends of the Society in 
London are anxious to know the degree 
ef education afforded in the female 
schools, I trust the receipt and inspec- 
tion of those specimens of work will 
more than compensate for any tempo- 
rary delay. I may just add, that those 
specimens, which, as far as I am able to 
judge, would do considerable credit to 
some of our respectable English schools, 
haye all been wrought by children, who, 
but forthe assistance of the Baptist Irish 
Society, might have been left as igno- 
rant of ali that is useful and important 
as children in a heathen land. 


The perusal of the Itinerant Readers’ » 


Journals, which I have now the pleasure 
of forwarding, has been refreshing to 
my own soul, and, I have no doubt, will 
prove so to yours, should you have time 
to wade through them. The person to 
whom Mr. Samuel Brown refers, as 
having sent for him to read the Scrip- 
tures in his house, is a respectable ma- 
gistrate in the county of Sligo, and in 
the neighbourhood of Easky. I pray 
God, that his visits, under the divine 
blessing, may not prove in yain. My 


long absence from home, and the multi- 
plicity of my engagements since my re- 
turn, are the only reasons why I have 
not paid a visit to Mr. Fenton myself, 
I trust, however, that my desire to see 
him will at no distant period be realized, 
and that it may be mutually profitable. 

It will afford you, I am sure, as much 
pleasure as it does me, and excite as 
much gratitude in your heart as it 
does in mine, to learn that the services 
of Messrs. Berry and Mullarky are be- 
coming so increasingly acceptable and 
useful. Besides their stated preaching 
at Mullifarry and Easky on the Lord’s 
day, there are a number of other stations 
at which they preach, once a week, 
once a fortnight, or once a month, as op- 
portunities may occur. You will per- 
ceive, also, from the Journals of the 
Readers, that there are two other towns, 
one six and the other twenty miles 
from Ballina, in which the people are 
very desirous to have them come and 
open a stated meeting. In fact, on all 
sides of the country, a growing spirit of 
inquiry has been produced, and a grow- 
ing desire to hear the gospel preached 
is manifested, not only by the Protest- 
ants, but also by the Roman Catholics 
themselves. The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few, and inade- 
quate to the toil’ and labour required. 
Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the har- 
yest, that he would send forth more la- 
bourers into the harvest, 

3 F 
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Since my last Journal was forwarded, 
now more than two months ago, we 
have had our minds directed to another 
species of labour, which will, I trust, 
prove exceedingly useful. For the last 
two years and more we have had a 
Sabbath school at Ballina, conducted 
principally by Miss Cave; but we had 
either been thoughtless, or had con- 
sidered this species of labour so un- 
suited to this Popish district, as to at- 
tempt it no farther. The Memoirs of 
the late Mr. Kilpin, of Exeter, came to 
hand, and led us to determine to try 
whether something upon the plan of that 
eminent servant of Christ might not be 
attempted with success in these coun- 
tries. The result is, that an additional 
degree of attention has been paid to the 
school in Ballina, and two other Sabbath 
schools, one in Easky, and the other in 
Ardwallay, have been formed with 
every prospect of success. Besides, I 
have a class in my own house, for boys 
from twelve to eighteen or nineteen 
years of age in the morning, and a 
second class for adults in the afternoon. 
The plan adopted is, not to instruct them 
to read, but to make them acquainted 
with that word which is able to make 
them wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. The number 
in attendance is small, but will soon, I 
trust, increase. We have had pressing 
invitations to establish classes and 
schools of the same kind in other 
places, since we commenced in Ballina, 
and shall, I hope, in a short time suc- 
ceed, Establish thou, O God, the work 
of our hands upon us; yea, the work of 
our hands, establish thou it ! 

T am sorry to find that the funds of 
the Society are solow. I hope, how- 
ever, it will not be necessary to lessen 
either the nymber of the readers or 
schools. I speak not any of the common- 
place see-saws of the day, when I say, 
that, at no period was there such a 
prospect of good in this country, as at 
the present moment. I can scarcely 
bring myself to believe that God would 
hold out such cheering expectations, 
and then disappoint them for want of 
funds, ‘The work is his—the gold and 
silver are his—and I trust, therefore, 
that he will neither compel us to nar- 
row up nor to abandon any field of use- 
fulness for want of funds. With ardent 


prayer for your spiritual and temporal 


prosperity, and with a desire for an in- 
terest in your prayers, 


I remain, 
Aftectionately yours, 


James ALLEN. 


Trish Chronicle. 


From Mr. P. Brannan, a Scripture 
Reader. 


Boyle, June 14, 1833. 


This day I have returned from my 
district, and am happy to say that the 
most of the schools are doing well. 
The people are taking their children 
from the national schools, and sending 
them back to our schools. A few days 
ago the priest of Balimote warned his 
flock not to send any of their children to 
Manoughan school ; or, if they would, 
he would deprive them of the benefit of 
the jubilee. So one of the parents 
waited on him, and said he hoped that 
he would allow him to send his children 
to the school; but he would not on any 
account. Well, said the man, I will 
send iny children to the school, and I 
will not deprive them of the means of 
education for any man. Well, said the 
priest, if you send your children after all 
Ihave said to you, I will deprive you 
of the benefit of the jubilee, and will 
cast you out of the church: so the poor 
man was followed by a party of men, on 
his way home, and was most desperately 
beaten by them: notwithstanding all 
this, his children were the first at the 
school the day followmg. We feel very 
much for the colonial slaves, but ] am 
sorry to say that we have many a slave 
at home under the tyranny of priest- 
craft; but blessed be the Lord, the 
Baptist Society has been the happy in- 
strument of bringing many from this 
bondage to enjoy the happy hberty of 
the gospel of Christ. I have read the 
Scriptures to many families during the 
past month. I found them very atten- 
tive, and some of them came to hear 
Mr. Jackman in my house these two 
Sundays past, and some of them said 
that they would hear me read if the priest 
were even to forbid them. On the 10th 
inst., [read in Dominick Davy’s house ; 
and no people could be more attentive 
than the whole of that family while I 
was reading, and endeavouring to show 
them, from the word of God, the way of 
salvation through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. On the 11th instant, I 
inspected John Battie’s school, and 
when I was going away he went with 
me a part of the way, telling me of 
the priest’s opposition against his school ; 
but, said he, blessed be God, I have got 
one gift that the priest cannot deprive 
me of. I asked him what was that? 
When I began to teach for the Baptist 
Society, said he, I was a dark creature, 
believing nothing but what the priest 
would say ; but now, thanks be to God, 
my faith is not in what the priest will 
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say, but it is in what Christ has done 
and said; and whatever will become of 
the school, my prayer will be to God 
always to bless the Baptist’ Society, for 
they have proved a blessing to me, and 
T never can be thankful enough for 
what the Lord has done for me. 


Rey. J. M‘Cartny’s Journat from 
18th of May till 21st June. 


T have just returned, after a tour of 
something more than a fortnight, preach- 
ing and inspecting the schools every 
day. I found much difficulty in speak- 
ing, not having recovered from a severe 
attack of influenza, many times con- 
eluding I should have to return; but 
God is better than our fears. Not 
haying given myself time to recover, I 
have been ill ever since my last letter. 
Since that time I have principally 
preached at Rahur, Tullamore, Tyrrells- 
pass, Abbeyleo, Ferbane, amey, 
Carrigbay, Kenagh, Barry, Athlane, and 
Moate. These are all important sta- 
tions, and in general are very well at- 
tended. I find the people anxious and 
willing to hear; and, what is still more 
satisfactory, some manifest, and I trust 
permanent, good has been done, as you 
will, please God, have more fully de- 
tailed in my next letter. Iam making 
every mecessary arrangement for our 
union meeting at Moate, to be held on 
the 11th of August next. I have 
written to some able ministers to come 
to my assistance. The Rev. Mr. Brown 
has promised his aid, and will preach the 
union sermon. God has acknowledged 
it hitherto, and may we now hail it as 
a time to be remembered! LU have in- 
vited brother Thomas to preach the bap- 
tismal sermon on Saturday evening. 
The schools are lifting up their heads 
again. I added seven catholic children 
to the list this week when at Moate ; 
indeed I have just heard there has been 
another break down on the Clonshanny 
school, but, as in all other places, it will 
be but momentary; it still holds fast 
forty-one catholics. By the denuncia- 
tion of the priest, thirty-eight catholics 
have been driven away from the Mac- 
donnal school, Tullamore. I admitted 
the same day eighteen names, most of 
them protestants. Seventy-one now 
stand on the books ; and in all the rest 
of the schools every thing is, as usual, 
improving and advancing every time I 
visit them from class to class, One 
girl finished the New Testament at the 
Kenagh school, and has commenced it 
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again. The persecution of thé young 
man with whom I held the diseussionary 
conversation at Moate has been so great, 
he has had to leave the town, and it is 
the opinion of most of my friends, that 
his faith in popery has received such a 
crash, that he will leave it altogether. 

Not having time to write more, Jest I 
should miss the post, I hope you will 
excuse the brevity of this. 

Brethren, 
Yours sincerely, 
J. M‘Carrny. 

21st June, 1833. 


From the Rey. Witursm Tuomas to the 


Secretaries. 


Limerick, June 19, 1833. 

With this I forward the quarterly state- 
ment of schools, which I hope will be 
found satisfactory. I also send the Serip- 
ture Readers’ Journals. I trust all will 
meet the approbation, and merit the con- 
tinued support, of the friends of truth 
and Scriptural education. ' 

As usual, I hope I have been endea- 
vouring to disseminate the glad tidings 
of salvation, not only by the preaching 
of the gospel in various places, and in 
several counties, but by expounding the 
Scriptures, and by private conversation : 
it should be a matter of conscience to 
make known the way of salyation to 
every individual of all classes to whom 
we can gain access, not knowing when 
or to whom the Lord may be pleased to 
bless it. 

I preached several times, since my 
last, at Kilkerra, at Captain Cox’s, at 
Mount Pleasant: a great change lias 
been wrought in him and others of his 
family—he preaches himself, and has 
the gospel preached in his house, where 
a good congregation attend. Our 
schoo] there is doing well under his 
patronage. It i¢ fifty miles west from 
Limerick in the county of Clare. I was 
also at Cloughjordan since my last; 
preached and administered the ordi- 
nance. A few evenings ago I went to 
hear Dr. Townley ; when he saw me in 
the seat, he unexpectedly called me to 
the pulpit, and though greatly fatigued, 
and scarcely able to stand, the Lord 
enabled me to preach to the satisfaction 
of the people. He also requested me to 
preach the next evening for him, which 
J did. 7 

I have not time to write more at pre- 
sent. Icollected £44 for the Society. 
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It is difficult to get money in these which I was attached ? My good people, 
absentee parts, and the claims of many | I said, I feel myself not ca led upon to 
institutions fall upon a few who are | justify or to criminate the character of 
disposed to help. any person or persons, and in particular 
W. Tuomas. absent characters; but if you wish to 
talk of the way of salvation as it was 
preached by the apostles, and as it is re- 
From Mr. Rossrt Beary toa Memser- | corded in the Holy Scriptures, I have no 
or ParttaMENT. objection to take a part in the conversa- 
Carentavy, May 1, 1833 tion. Then, as well as I could, I told 
an eas , a os ose in ar 2? a i 
4 : the hands of his Creator, how he fell, 
wef Zo atoms te est ine Tow the reno ano Bi 
Committee of the Baptist Society in- ene” by the aca aren * 
formed Mr. Allen that there will be a re- | ~oSU% Was, accomplished... k 
duction both in the numberof schools | Patrent hearing, and a conversation too 
place, during which I was enabled te 


and inspectors, &c. I believe that : . 
the persons to be discontinued are mention the truth of the Yrs ee 
own satisfaction. 


not yet pointed out, yet it has been 
a cause of uneasiness to me lest I should 


would secure me from danger. 


be one of the individuals ; as it is a mat- CONTRIBUTIONS. 

ter of importance to myself and family. ‘ 

I have served the Society eighteen By Mr. Pritchard: 

years, twelve yearsas schoolmaster, and | Mr. John Ruff, of Hampton... 1 0 0 

six as inspector and Scripture reader— | Mr. J. Baker, 2, Assembly- 

during which time, J neither saw nor row, Mile-end-road. ..... 2 0 0 

heard the least token of disapprobation | J. L.-..-. cegeiaecccerases 4 0 0 

either from the Committee or any of the | . At Colchester: 

agents, yet 1 thought it prudent to | After preaching.......... ++» Sil 6 

make the case known to you, being con- Mr. Nice,.. ...-....,annual 21 0 0 

fident that a-word from your honour to | Mr. Tracy........ .. do.. 010 6 

the Committee, or any of its members, | Mr. Barker.,..........do.. 010 6 
| Mr; Stokes... cscceaec esses 010 0 


From the Teachers and Chil- 
° dren of the Sabbath-school, 
From Mr. P. Swreny, a Scripture Reader. | Grinsted Green, Halsted, 
Coolany, June 12, 1833. Essex, for the Irish Sunday 
During the last month, the following Schools, by J. Linnet..... 010 6 
occurrence took place: May the 14th | __ By Mr. Ivimey: ‘ 
I was in the house of Michael Davey,in | Mrs. Noakes, Kent Road... 2 0 0 
this town; he and another Roman ! A. Z.......-.--eeeeee ea ne 
Catholic neighbour of his began to talk For Elisa Cain.—From Greenock. 
of religious differences, andin particular ° : 
to describe the heinous characters of Collected by Baptist Church 
Martin Luther, Henry VIII., John ” aaiey Miss. Meeting 1 2 9 
Calvin, Xe. Xc., and the wickedness of | By several Friends.......... 1 0 0 
the reformed church, and all the other | 
churches, as bastards sprung from it. Auxiliary Society, was, in the last Num- 


I was silent, until at length I wasasked, | be i i ) 
A ; a > r, placed by mistak - 
could I say any thing for the sect to tnbabons to Bisa Cain,” oo WeY OF, Sa 


£6. 6s. 4d. from Goswell Street Road 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Secretaries inform those kind benefactors who ha i 
f T f ve contributed - 
ee a Eliza Cain, and her four brothers and sisters, that gi iveonisipe dct ties 
ane 2 gekca ee a bee seeesee Sie permanently supported. A minute ac- 
ived, an i i i 
ae ese Cee ow it has been expended, will be given with a 


Several parcels of books for the Lib t i i 
will be more particularly acknowledged pel Cast pierre Mase 
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CLXXVI. 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thank- 
fully received at the Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fen- 
church Street, London: or by any of the Ministers‘and Friends whose 
names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CALCUTTA. 


We have lately received some 
cheering intelligence from this 
station, connected with a recent 
excursion by two of our Mis- 
sionary brethren to Kharee and 
its neighbourhood ;_ but, previ- 
ously to these details, we have 
much pleasure in inserting a more 
general testimony to the value and 
efficiency of Missionary labour, 
more especially in and around 
Calcutta, as given by Mr. Beeby, 
a gentleman who has long resided 
in that city, under circumstances 
highly favourable to the formation 
of a correct opinion. a 

The following communication 
was addressed to the Secretary, 
under the idea that it might be in- 
corporated into the Annual Re- 
port; but it will obtain more ex- 
tensive circulation by being pub- 
lished in the present form, 

My dear Sir, 


It has occurred to me that, in drawing 
up your next Annual Report, you might 


deem it not unworthy notice to be able to 
state that you have the testimony of an 
individual resident in India for nearly 
fifteen years, and unconnected with the 
Society, to the following particulars, viz. : 
That a very great change has evidently 
taken place during the period I have men- 
tioned amongst the native population of 
Caleutta in particular, and, I have no 
doubt, in other places to a greater or.less 
extent, from what I have heard and seen, 
though I can only speak from personal 
knowledge as to Calcutta, that being my 
almost constant place of residence. 

The higher class of natives, both Hin- 
doos and Mussulmen, since the establish- 
ment of colleges and schools for their edu- 
cation, have many of them acquired, and 
all are generally seeking to acquire, know- 
ledge, which, when I first arrived in 
India, was considered by them derogatory 
with reference to the dignity of caste, as 
well as detrimental to their eternal in- 
terests, to attempt. 

But now, English works of general 
literature and science are perused by hun- 
dreds, and the Scriptures by very many 
with serious attention, as is evidenced by 
the intimate acquaintance with the con- 
tents of the sacred volume shown by 
many young men I have seen examined 
at public meetings, and by others that I 
have conversed with privately. 

The fact also of many newspapers and 
other periodicals, in the native languages, 
and several in English, being now edited, 
published, and circulated through the 
country, by natives only (athing not even 
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attempted when I arrived in India, ) is as 
strong an evidence as possible of a very 
extensive victory over their prejudices, of 
the diffusion of more liberal sentiments, 
and of the natives becoming a more 
thinking and inquiring people. : 

Respecting the views of the natives ge- 
nerally as to Missionary efforts, at least 
among those who have had opportunity of 
forming some correct ideas on the sub- 
ject, as in Calcutta and its neighbour- 
hood, 1 feel warranted in saying, from 
my own observation, and from conyersa- 
tion with many ef them, that, instead of 
looking upon them as likely to be preju- 
dicial to the country, as formerly, they 
now entertain the highest respect for 
them, and embrace eyery opportunity to 
receive instruction. 

The hearers of Mr. Duff, the zealous 
Missionary from the Szotch Society, are 
from among the most wealthy and the 
most enlightened of the Hindoos. He 
devotes the greater part of his time to 
their interests, and has had the pleasure 
of baptizing several whose example is 
likely to produce considerable effect on 
the minds of others. That they esteem 
the labours of Missionaries has been evi- 
denced in their conduct to Mr, Penney. 
Just before ‘he left India, a number of 
these young men called a mecting, when 
they presented their thanks to Mr, P,., 
with a complimentary letter. The East 
Indians also called a meeting of their 
number, and invited Mr. Penney to a din- 
ner, as a token of respect, and at that 
meeting presented him with a handsome 
silver snuff-box, The greater number 
of the young men who composed these 
meetings had been pupils of Mr. Penney’s 
at the Benevolent Institution, 

As to the lower classes, there is an al- 
teration no lessstriking, As respects caste, 
there are hundreds, and I may safely 
say thousands, who, as traders, labourers, 
and servants, do many things which 
some years back they refused to perform ; 
they are all anxious either to receive in- 
struction themselves, or that their chil- 
dren should, and very few indeed make 
any objection to the latter being taught 
the Scriptures ; they seldom refuse to go 
to places of Christian worship if desired 
by their masters, and the chapels, gene- 
rally, that formerly ‘had but a few ca- 
villing attendants, are now almost uni- 
versally crowded with attentive listeners, 


It is with this description of people, , 


as is always the case, that the gospel has 
most prevailed, from which class the 
greater number have been hopefully con- 
verted, and among whom we have the 
strongest reason to expect the truth will 
spread, and be received in its simplicity, 
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It is among these that your Missionaries 
have been more generally successful ; and 
it is to the eternal welfare of such that 
the efforts of your small body of zealous 
labourers are principally devoted, It is 
true, they have been long sowing the seed ; 
but when it is considered how few have 
been their numbers, the obstacles they 
have had to contend with, from deaths, 
sickness, the climate, and, above all, the 
obstinate bigotry and prejudice of the 
people,—the difficulties arising from all 
which circumstances it is not possible for 
persons who have never been in India to 
imagine, and to form a correct judgment 
of which even many who have are from 
obvious reasons incompetent,—I say, 
when all things are considered, every real 
Christian, capable of forming an opinion 
thereon, must view what has been effected 
and the present prospect with much plea- 
sure. 

I may, in conclusion, mention that the 
change which has so strikingly appeared 
within the last fifteen years is not con- 
fined to natives of India only—for Euro- 
peans, and their descendants generally, 
are decidedly more observant of the out- 
ward forms of religion, and from their 
liberal contributions to the many religious 
and benevolent Societies formed in Cal- 
cutta, I should hope, are more than for- 
merly impressed with the great importance 
of eternal things. It is, however, to be 
feared, that recent extensive mercantile 
failures will affect the temporal concerns 
of great numbers of persons in India, and 
that contributions to benevolent purposes 
will greatly decrease in consequence ; and 
as | know your Missionaries have always 
been greatly cramped in their exertions 
by the want of means to keep up native 
chapels, support native preachers, and 
supply the demand for the printed Scrip- 
tures and tracts in the native languages, 
which your Society does not provide for, 
I should be very glad indeed to learn 
that some assistance could be sent them 
for these purposes, as well as some addi- 
tional help in the number of labourers, 
as they are but few in number, and 
mostly weak in constitution from long 
service in such a climate. Anxiously de- 
siring that you may have much encou- 
ragement at your Anniversary Mecting, 
I conclude, remaining 

Yours, &e, 
W. T. BEEBY. 


DIGAH. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. 
Lawrence, dated December 26, 
1832, to a friend in England. 
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The members of our little society are 
principally soldiers and conntry-borns. 
The soldiers, when sincere, are generally 
very zealous Christians. We hare two 
very devoted and good men, One is a 
serjeant, the other a recruit recently ar- 
rived from England, and who was some 
time a member of the church at Chatham, 
then under the pastoral care of Mr. 
Giles. 

I have baptized five soldiers ; there are 
now eleven soldiers members of the 
church, and thirteen Hindoostanee people, 
making with Mrs. L. and myself twenty- 
six members, Although our number is 
small, and we have to contend with many 
and great difficulties, I am far from being 
discouraged. The few who are decided 
are truly zealous, praying men; and the 
prayers ef the righteous have always 
wrought wonders. We trust, also, that 
our dear friends in England will not cease 
to pray for us, 

In native work I have, at present, been 
able to do but little, and, of course, can- 
not expect success beyond my efforts. 
The language is a great barrier, and one 
that is not easily overcome ; but, should 
it please the Lord to continue my health, 
I have no doubt that I shall conquer its 
difficulties, and speak it with tolerable 
correctness and fluency, Both are abso- 
lutely necessary, for without great cor- 
rectness the natives cannot understand, 
and without a tolerable degree of fluency 
they will pay no attention ; they are them- 


selves remarkable for both, and, although | 


the greater part of them know nothing 
about the grammar of their language, yet 
they speak it as if they were masters of 
it. In this part of the country, the Hin- 
dee 
blended together, and that in such a 
manner as to render it absolutely neces- 


sary for a foreigner to learn both before | 


he can be generally understood or can un- 
derstand others ; this, of course, renders 
the work more difficult and tedious. With 
Hindee words I have become tolerably 
familiar, but am not quite so well ac- 
quainted with Hindoostanee. In schools 
I have been endeavouring to do some- 
thing by establishing them as they have 
been generally established at this station, 
that is, by employing a native man called 
a lala, to collect the boys together, and 
teach them to read. I can obtain plenty 
of boys, and some of them are able to 
read in the New Testament tolerably 
well, and can also answer a few ques- 
tions in the catechisms. 

- In the beginning of November I hired 
a boat, and, in company with brother 
Beddy and two native assistants, went to 
a place called Hadjeepore, a short dis- 


and Hindoostanee languages are | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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tance from us, where there is a mela or 
fair held every year, at which not less 
than 30,000 people assemble, and one- 
tenth of them, at least, for religious pur- 
poses, Some came the distance of from 
100 to 200 miles, to pay their adorations ~ 
to Gunga, and wash away their sins by 
bathing in her streams, This was done 
in the night, and not knowing the time of 
its performance I did not witness the 
ceremony. The next morning I_ saw 
many of them bring their offerings, such 
as sweetmeats, vegetables, and kids, and 
cast them into the river. The kids are 
substituted for children, government hav- 
ing prohibited their being sacrificed. 
When the poor children were cast into 
the river as offerings, they were suffered 
to perish unrescued and unpitied; but 
the kids share a better fate, for the saeri- 
legious are always ready to rob the deified 
Gunga of her offerings, to obtain a few 
pice by the sale of their quarters. At 
this festival there must have been some 
thousands of Byraggees, or religious men- 
dicants, who pretend to be so holy that 
they cannot defile themselves by engag- 
ing in any worldly pursuits. They beg 
their livelihood from the other castes, and, 
where they cannot obtain freely, they 
take by force. They go about all but 
naked, and more disgusting, horrid 
wretches in appearance cannot exist. Yet 
these are the holy men of the Hindoos! 
—the men who are becoming, as they 
pretend, absorbed in the Deity; the men 
who claim and receive from their fellow- 
men divine honours! How long, O 
Lord! how long shall sin reign, and 
Satan be worshipped ? 


PATNA. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. 
Beddy, dated August 7, 1832, to 
the Rev. Mr, Dyer. 


My dear Sir, 


You will perceive by the above that I 
have removed to Patna, agreeably to 
what I mentioned in my last I had de- 
cided on doing, after having: consulted 
with my brethren here and in Calcutta. 
I removed from Digah on the 8th of 
the past month. The situation that I oc- 
cupy is one in every respect desirable for 
native Missionary labour ; on every side 
there are natives, and I have no vocca- 
sion to go from my gate to obtain a con- 
gregation at any time, from 60 to 100 and 
upwards, The population is estimated at 
200,000; beside this, Patna, being so 
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noted. a place, both on account of its 
trade, and the judges’ and cther native 
‘courts held near where I have taken up 
my residence, there is a continued con- 
course of people passing and repassing all 
hours of the day. The reception I have 


met with is, thanks be to the Lord, quite- 


encouraging—the people listen, not only 
with seeming pleasure, but with a kind of 
mute astonishment ; yet, as a matter of 
course, this is sometimes interrupted by 
Bhramins and other disturbers of the 
peace, who feel hurt at their loved and 
long-cherished system being exposed as 
rotten at the core: these deep-rooted pre- 
judices must, however, give way before 
the effulgent light of the gospel of our 
blessed Jesus; and, whilst many seem to 
deride the idea as chimerical, that these 
dry bones can live, I feel, for my own 
part, quite satisfied that the day is not 
far distant, when the morning star shall 
arise over this benighted land, and moral 
darkness, with all its concomitant delu- 
sions, be swept from the face of this 
otherwise delightful country, by the be- 
som of destruction. Soon shall these ig- 
norant and self-deluded sons of Adam be 
brought, with the Jews, to bow as trophies 
of the cross of Calvary, and yield a cheer- 
ful and united obedience to that dear Sa- 
viour who*bought us with his precious 
blood. Hasten, Almighty God, this 
happy, thrice happy consummation ! 

In my neighbourhood there are several 
families called Christians, in what may 
be called the middle state of society, who, 
I hear, are well-disposed to hear the word 
of God; I therefore purpose, with the 
Divine blessing, to open my bungalow for 
English service every Sabbath evening 
for the present, and if the good folk at- 
tend, I shall, with the aid of the Lord, 
try and labour among them. The Col- 
lector’s lady is doing great good—she has 
established several schools, and manages 
them herself. 1 have consequently no 
schools, having no funds, and not being 
permitted to draw any money for schools ; 
I therefore devote all my afternoons to 
bazar preaching. 

I have not heard from brother Leslie 
for some time ; but I believe he is quite 
well, as brother Moore wrote to me some 
days ago, and, as a matter of course, if 
brother Leslie was not well, he would 
have toldme, T understand that brother 
Leslie is studying a new language, called 
the Hill language, spoken by a people in- 
habiting a range of hills that run at some 
distance from Monghyr, and communi- 
cate with, or are a continuation of, the 
Cuttack or Orissa Hills; these people pre- 
sent none of the disadvantages of caste, 
that we have in other parts of India to 
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contend with, and they are held in great 
abhorrence by their Lowland neighbours, 
who charge them with eating every thing 
indiscriminately, which doubtless they 
consider a serious charge. 
Yours very affectionately, 
HENRY BEDDY. 


COLOMBO (CEYLON). 


We lately received from Mr. 
Daniel the following account of 
two Singalese murderers. What- 
ever opinion may be entertained 
respecting the spiritual state of 
these poor men, all will be gra- 
tified at the earnest, persevering 
attempts made on their behalf. 


Hearing that two Singalese men, of the 
names of Horconago and Seletoa, were 
found guilty of murder, and ordered to be 
executed on Dec. 3rd, 1832, I thought it 
my duty to go and see them, When I 
reflected on the gross ignorance of these 
people, and the besotting influence of 
their religion, I felt but little hope of 
being the means of doing them any good. 
But, knowing that the power of God can 
vanquish every difficulty, and looking to 
him for all needful direction and aid, I 
determined on making the attempt. I do 
not intend to write a chronological account 
of my different interviews with them, but 
to write, in a succinct manner, the general 
result, 

The first time I visited them was on 
Friday, Nov. 16th. On asking them of 
what religion they were, they replied they 
were Boodhists, i. e. they disbelieved in 
the existence of any eternal God, the 
creator, preserver, and judge of men, 
They had no idea of an eternal state of 
rewards and punishments after death. 
Believing in the doctrine of an inter- 
minable number of transmigrations, death 
was to them an affair of little concern ; 
they might be, in the next birth, in a 
better or worse condition than they then 
were ; and if they were in a worse con- 
dition, it might, by another birth, be 
speedily exchanged for a better: as, ac- 
cording to the doctrine of Boodha, all 
souls are of equal value, whether the soul 


_ of an angel or devil—a man or pismire. 


There was no more crime in taking away 
the life of a man than that of a flea. 
These men were not only Boodhists, 
but some of the most uninstructed of 
them. Living in a remote jungle, they 
appeared scarcely to have heard anything 
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of the eternal God, or Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour. Knowing that so long as 
they maintained their wretched system of 
religion there could be no hope of their 
salvation, I endeavoured to show them its 
falseness, and folly, and danger. I told 
them of the only true and eternal God, 
the maker and preserver of all things ; of 
his right to command us, and our obliga- 
tions to obey him ; of the manner in which 
we had sinned against him, and the dread- 
ful consequences of sin, I then assured 
them that neither Boodha, nor any one, 
except Jesus Christ, could save them, and 
directed them to leave the worship of idol 
gods, and seek mercy from the true God, 
through Jesus Christ. One of them said 
he wished to hear more respecting these 
things ; the other said he wished to see a 
Boodhist priest. As one of them could 
read, I left him some suitable books in 
the Singalese language. 

On this first interview I visited them in 
their different cells; but in my other 
visits I requested I might see them to- 
gether. This Mr. Watson, the keeper of 
the prison, very politely granted. 
to obtain from them a confession of their 
guilt in reference to the murder. One of 
them most absolutely denied that he had 
any concern with it whatever, or knew 
anything about it. The other admitted 
that he was concerned in it, although he 
did not mean to murder his neighbour, 
but only to punish him for injuries he had 
received from him, At my next inter- 
view both of them acknowledged that they 
were concerned in beating the person, 
who died after receiving their blows. 

I continued to show them the evil of 
sin, their dreadful danger on account of 
it, and the way of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. But I found that my efforts to 
advance their eternal welfare were in a 
great measure neutralized by the false 
hope that they should not be executed, 
and they wished me to petition the go- 
vernor on their behalf. I could not 
think this a fit course for me to pursue ; 
but, seeing the fatal effect of this hope, 
and thinking there were some mitigating 
circumstances in their case that might 
afford some hope of a commutation of pun- 
ishment, I determined on seeing their 
counsel, and stating the case to him. He 
told me he had drawn up a petition to the 
governor on their behalf, in which he in- 
corporated the facts they had divulged to 
me ; but he had little hope it would be of 
any avail. After this I obtained an in- 
terview with the judge who tried them. 
He gave me scarcely any reason to con- 
clude that any commutation of punish- 
ment would take place, The governor, 
he said, had, contrary to the general 
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practice, referred their petition to the 
consideration of,his council, but there was 
scarce a doubt but the execution would 
take place. On asking him if any modi- 
fication of the sentence could be expected, 
because they did not intend to kill, but 
only to punish, the dead man, he said,— 
Not in the least; for if a number of 
people were to fall on an individual, and 
beat him without mercy, and leave himin 
a ditch alone after it, and this should not 
be regarded as murder, there would be no 
security for human life. 

On returning to them, I told them I 
had done all I could do for them, and 
since there was no hope of life, they 
must, with all their hearts, seek prepara- 
tion for death, Amidst all their delusive 
expectations of life, their knowledge of the 
Christian religion had made perceptible 
progress. But when the above informa- 
tion was communicated to them, they be- 
came earnest in seeking the salvation of 
their souls. In the various interviews I 
had with them, I read to them many pas- 
sages of scripture, and explained them to 
them. , 

They told me that in their ignorance 
they had offered up their gifts to Boodha, 
but now they saw its vanity, and wor- 
shipped the true God, the creator of 
heaven and earth. On questioning them 
if they now at all worshipped Boodha, 
they most solemnly denied it, and said 
they worshipped the true God alone. J 
tried to convince them that they were not 
only guilty of open sins, but of inward 
iniquity; that their hearts were full of 
sin; and unless they were cleansed from 
it and made holy, they never could go 
to heaven. On reading to them the ac- 
count given of the past character of the 
Corinthians (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10), they said 
they had been guilty of all the crimes 
which were there mentioned. I observed, 
with some interest, considering their 
former ignorance, the considerable know- 
ledge they had attained concerning Christ 
and the way of salvation through him. 
On asking what Christ had done and 
suffered for our salvation, one of them 
said that he left heaven, that he had come 
into our world, that he had died on the 
cross to bear our sins, that he was risen 
from the dead and gone to heaven. On 
being questioned if they believed that 
Jesus could hear them when they prayed 
to him, they replied he could. They said 
they knew they deserved to go to hell be- 
cause of their sins; and that if they had 
died in the state in which they were when 
they were put into prison, they must have 
gone there. But they believed Jesus 
Christ was able and willing to save them, 
and that their whole trust for salvation 
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was on him and on what he had done and 
suffered. ‘They professed deep sorrow for 
the part they had taken in the death of 
the murdered man, and for all their other 
sins. ‘They said they had prayed to God 


to purify their hearts from all sin; that. 


in former times they had many enmities 
and malicious thoughts in their hearts ; 
but now they felt these things quite taken 
away. That if any persons had injured 
them they now freely forgave them. That 
their hearts were quite different to what 
they once were. Now they hated all sin, 
and wished to forsake it, and live in the 
service of God. 

I inquired of them if they were afraid 
to die. They said they did not dread the 
death of the body, but what followed it, 
the second death: but they hoped the 
Lord Jesus Christ would deliver them 
from that, and take them to heaven, 
They said Jesus had promised to receive 
them, if they sought him, and they hoped 
they should be received by him. Of the 
two men, though both expressed a hope of 
heaven through Christ alone, yet one 
seemed to be more fearful, the other more 
confident. In persons who had been 
brought up in such vice and ignorance, 
and who had for so short a time heard 
anything like the truth of God, it must be 
expected that many erroncous views must 
have mingled themselves with their views 
of Christianity. But it is hoped this 
circumstance did not hinder their prayer 
being heard by him who will not break 
the bruised reed nor quench the smoking 
flax, One -particular instance occurs to 
me. <A few days before they suffered, 
they inquired of me if our God required 
any money or gifts to be offered up on 
their behalf; if so, they would order 
their relations to do it for them after their 
death, Itold them God required from 
them no offering to take away sin, He 
had provided the only sacrifice in the 
death of Jesus, who had suffered for us— 
that they were to rely with deep sorrow 
for sin on that sacrifice—and then God 
would save them for Christ's sake, 

They were very earnest in prayer, es- 
pecially during the last twenty-four heurs 
of their lives. One of them told me that 
the last night he spent in this world he 
searcely slept at all, but was engaged 
almost the whole of it in praying to God 
for salvation in the name of Jesus. A 
little before they left the prison, when the 
smith had knocked off their irons, they, 
lifting up their hands and eyes to heaven 
said, ‘* O Lord, as these irons are taken 
away from our bodies, so for Christ’s sake 
take away sin from our souls.” On my 
telling them what [I thought they should 
particularly pray for in theirlast moments, 
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I said to them, “‘ Now to-say these things 
in words only will be of no avail, unless 
you pray with your hearts,” they ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ We do pray with our hearts, 
Sir.” When the executioner came to 
pinion them, they said there was no oc- 
casion to do it, as they should not attempt 
to escape: but when it was told them it 
was his duty to do it, they said it gave 
them no offence. On leaving the prison, 
they begged of their fellow-prisoners, if 
they had in any way offended them, to 
forgive them, and pray to God for them, 
that he would have mercy on them. On 
my at Jast asking them if they had any- 
thing further to say to me, or any other 
request to make, they said, ‘ Nothing 
more, except that we again beg you will 
go to our village and show the people the 
true way of salvation.” I then took my 
leave of them, saying, ‘“‘ May God bless 
and receive your souls !” 

On their way to the place of execution, 
they were either engaged in prayer, or so- 
liciting others to pray for them. When 
they arrived at the fatal spot, they 
kneeled down in the cart to pray. They 
said, ‘*O Lord, in our ignorance we 
sinned against thee ; but as thou hatest 
all sin, so do we hate all sin.” One of 
them was heard to say, ‘‘ O Lord God, for 
Christ’s sake forgive me all the sins I 
have committed from my infancy to this 
day, and save my soul.” The other, 
**O Lord, for Christ’s sake send me not to 
hell, but take me to heaven.” On the 
rope being adjusted to their necks as they 
stood under the gallows, they begged the 
executioner to have a little patience, that 
they might pray again; I think it was 
then that one of them was heard to say, 
“<O my father—angels take me ;”” when, 
the cart going from them, after three or 
four convulsive struggles, they entered 
into eternity, Their anxious concern to 
obtain salvation through Christ, and their 
execution, seemed to produce a great effect 
on the hearts of the spectators, many of 
them being dissolved in tears. I preached 
the next Lord’s day to my Singalese con- 
gregation from Luke xxiii, 42, 43. They 
listened with great attention and emotion. 
I told them if these men, who never had 
heard of Christ and his salvation, had on 
its being told them so earnestly seized it, 
what would be their condition, if, after 
having so frequently heard the preaching 
of the gospel, they should be found neg- 
lecters of the great salvation. The Lord 
cause them to turn tothe Saviour with full 
purpose of heart! 

Although I believe the accounts of 
death-conversions are to be received with 
much hesitation, I do trust there is reason 
to hope these malefactors did receive 
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merey, and were brands plucked out of 
the fire. If they really expressed with 
their lips the feelings of their hearts, we 
cannot doubt it; since it is difficult to 
reconcile with the promises of the gospel 
the idea that any sinner who, with 
humble, earnest, penitent, persevering 
prayer, seeks salvation through the blood 
of the Lamb, is rejected by the Saviour. 
But I cannot see anything which can 
lead us to distrust their sincerity. They 
had no temporal good to gain by the ex- 
pressions they uttered. They were more 
earnest in listening to religious instruction 
after they were told they could have no 
mercy in this world than before. The 
knowledge they acquired, and the emo- 
tions they expressed, were entirely con- 
trary to their Boodhistical feelings and 
notions. Hence, when two Boodhist 
Priests came to sce them about a week 
before their execution, they refused to 
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listen to them, and said they sought the 
knowledge of the Christian religion, and 
would no longer hear the instructions in 
which they once took pleasure, 

Again, considering their previous gross 
ignorance and stupidity in sin, we may 
hope the religious knowledge they acquired 
could only be obtained by the sanctifying 
influence of the Spirit of God. 

They were not only desirous I should 
pray with them when in the prison, but 
begged that when I was away from them 
1 would pray for them. 

Entirely unsolicited, they repeatedly 
and earnestly said, “ In our village there 
are many wicked idolatrous people live ; 
they worship Boodha, and have no one to 
tell them of the true God or Christ, or the 
way of salvation, We therefore beg you 
will go and preach the gospel to them, 
that people may know the only way to 
heaven.” 


(Intelligence from Jamaica in our neat.) 


LIST OF LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


East Inpres..... Rev. George Pearce....Calcutta,.........-- ..- Feb. 26, 1833. 
W ait. Pearce: aun. s. Do. ee ty eee ee 
United Missionaries... Do....... eos. sealants 29, 
Rows Wr Pines es a — Doves Ganeiwis gee Pdacg FEDS 
Andrew Leslie......-.Monghyr. ....++++-++++ Jan. 30. 
{S., Benekaer. <.siet-.- Samarangs <. occas ».-Dec.13, 1832. 
Wesr Inopres,...John Kingdon........ Kingston....scseeeee-s April 29. 
Do. Satake wi Dos, ctaaipiie eisie oe .-May 11. 
Joshua Tinson.......- Do...» seeeeeeeesApril 15, 
H. C. Taylor..........Spanish Town......+.. April 27. 
Do. a oe Leper iy er ses ea May 10. 
Jobu Clarke wsss- 2 >. Constant Spring. ......-May 11. 


Sourn Arnica... 


J.Nichols& T.F.AbbottMontego Bay........--April 26. 
Josiah Barlow......--Anatto Bay............ April 26. 
Edward Baylis. .......Port Maria......+.-+- - April 2. 

W. Whitehorne....... April 24. 
Mr. T. Livermore..,.. Falmouth. .... April 16, 
Rey. Joseph Burton. .. Nassau, New ProvidenceApril 23, 
W. Davies. .........-Graham’s Town......-. Feb. 9 & 14, 


Contributions received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, 


from May 20, to 


July 20, 1833, not including individual subscriptions. 


uth, by Mr. Beddome...... Gel: 3 Watford, by Mr. Young.........+6 7 10 
Pear ty Be imctos Ae a cae ame « 7817 9 Oxford, by Rev. W. Copley.... ..- 6110 6 
Camberwell, Female Auxiliary, by Northamptonshire Auxiliary, by 
Miss Gutteridge.........-.00++008 9017 0 Mr. Gotch,....... seen cerncneees 80 19 8 
Devizes, &c., by Mr. Anstie..,..... 40 51) Sheffield, by Mr, Atkinson.. ie eS) 10, 45 
Tottenham, by Miss Walker........ 5 0 6 | Wallingford, by Mr. Field.. ,...... 27 9 : 
North of England Auxiliary, by Manchester, by Mr. J. R. White... 20 q : 
Rens Penwilly: Awacvenkg does. 1116 6 | Shilton, (Oxon), by Rey. H. petney 1 ss 
Western District, by Mr. Horsey...178 11 8 N. E, Cambridgeshire, by Mee 18 13 
Leicestershire, by Rev. J. P. Mur- South Devon Auxiliary, by Mr. Ni- 6 
BOWE ace M tease rk eescn ess 42 4 6 Pps my or a eee ‘ bid es 
i i & e! . Peters, by Rev. J. M. Cramp... 
hie Toles 5 Aceanaabaa 0 | Pembrokeshire, by Mr.J.M.Thomas 218 0 
Oswestry, by Mr. Jones..........+: 6 4 6 age ; Street Auxiliary, by Mr. te xgiity 
ili 7 ell CALC arr ose ces eens jaeeeeenes 0 ¢ 
bee! Sey Eneeten: é as av sSordk  & Hackney, do. by Josiah Wilson, Hsq. 43 13 3 
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Keppell Street, do. by Mr. Marshall 9 5 
Carter Lane, do. by Mrs, Quinton., 8 10 
_ Bow, do. by Mr. Pearsons y.unige ss. 9 9 
Church Street, do. by Mr. Pontifex 25 10 
Little Alie Street, do, by Rey. P. 
Dickersomi is lenis adhese Weeder es 6 0 
Lion Sisal Walworth, do. by Mrs. 
Chin.. 50 0 
Prescot St., , do. by "G. Morris, ‘Bsq. 30 0 
Liverpool, by W. Rushton, Hsq.... 69 0 
Worcester, by Mr. Daniel..... ay Od 
Tewkesbury, by Mr. Jones......... 19 9 
Hammersmith, by Mr. Page... 10 15 
Bedfordshire Auxiliary, hy John 
Fosters’ Esq tear otis detec saciid, stone 30 14 
Yorkshire, be Rev. T. Burchell... .101 5 
Bath Auxiliary, by Mr. Passmore. , 68 1 
Royston, by Mr. Pendered......... 9 2 
Baptist Free School, Voluntar y wc 
tributions, by Mr. Kendrick . 5.48 
Trowbridge, by Mr. Waring......... 19 4 
Andover, by Mrs. Davies.......... oes 
Tredegar, by Rev. D. Phillips... . 134 
Clipston, by Rey. F. Trestrail.,.... 11 14 
East Norfolk Auxiliary, by Rev. J. 
Pantisag. | ccnrgck nd arene 4 74 16 
Worcestershire, by Rey. E. See yin’ 
Ipswich, by Mr. Pollard...... 2S. 
Salehouse, by Mr. Boast. 0 15 
Kington, by Rev. S. Blackmore... 13 6 


Leominster by 0% .:sje0:ewiays olo/o 0:0 SuF 


Evesham, by Rev. D. Dayies...... 27:13 
Stepney, Miss Whitfield’s School.., 0 10 
Burnham, by Rev. J. Garrington... 1 15 


Dorman’s Land, by Rev. J.Chapman 4 0 


Goswell-st.-road, by Mr. Clutterbuck 13 13 
Shelford, by Miss Nutter 0 
Friends, by Mrs. Elvey.. 0 
Rayleigh, by Rev. J. Pilkington.... 7 1S 
North of England Auxiliary, by 

Revs Rs Rengily conway... 4ainaeetocks 7 9 
Church Street, part of Collection, 

by Rev. James Upton.......... 3,40 


Collection at Poultry Chapel, Rey. 

W. Kni 92 15 
Do. at Surrey Chapel, Rev. J. Smith 59 13 
Do. Eagle Street Prayer Meeting.. 3 4 
Do. Annual Meeting, Spa Fields., “120 18 
Leicester Sunday School, Harvey 

TaN sc, cscanctnas ists a aisaromores at eatee 0 
Kilwinning, Dalry, West Kilbride, 

&c., by-Rev. J. Blair 8 10 
Cambridge, Colls., June 23 & 24... 72 8 
Bromsgrove, by Rey. J. Scroxton., BO: a6, 


9 
6 
8 
9 
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| Maze Pond, Ladies by Mrs, Kitson 
(FE) 15 

Neruernanps Auxiliary Society, 
by, Rev. S. Muller. 2.0... cose os 150 
Winchester, by Rev. B. Coxhead... 2 

Heurietta Street, Sunday School, by 


Bradford (Wilts) ,by Rev. J. Rodway 17 
Bessel’s Green, Collection, Rev. J. 
Gowmltart 5 oi .adaw sarevige Beninns date 2 
Aldborough, Leiston, &c., by Rev. 
J. Swindell Bs Vista Partenraeit o> Gait s 


To discharge the fine levied on Mrs. 
RENWICK, Montego Bay :— 
Friends, by Mr. Kmibb..........-. 
Worcester, Friends, .... sj... sss) « 6 
S. G. C., by the Secretary. 


Chelmsford, Sunday School Teachers, . 


by Mr. Napier. s2..02 000 wane. ae 


DONATIONS. 


Friend, by the Secretary........... 
Friend, by Mr. Gutteridge.........- 1 
ey! © 


Mr. Harrison, Hadlow. 
Benjamin Risdon, Esq., Burlingham 10 
Rev. Dr. Pye Smith Pe acd Base ws 

F. M.S 
Nameless Friend, by the Secretary.100 
Dying Friend, by Rey. S. R. Allom. 1 
Friend, at Public Meeting.......... 250 
W. P. Bartlett, Esq. 
W. Manfield, Esq. ,by Mr.Gutteridge 10 
1 SE OE AR BE a ree « 50 
W.T. Beeby, Esq... ....%. Rotedtae sas 
James Cropper, Esq..... nalyals Ucn 100 
Henry Tiithan o Eset) sce dacs 
W. Napier, Esq., for Libraries in 

FONEIRAGE van ne wana is Sia terd aie : 

Enemy to Slavery..........-.00+08 
RevVicd,. Ble SORADE ath <5 see senate 


LEGACIES. * 
Kinghorn, Rev. Joseph, late of Nor- 
wich, by Mr. S. Wilkin, Exe- 
CUCOY 509d ord OO Nias wR were wean wks 10 
Hill, Miss Sarah, late of Uffculm, 
by Rey. J. Wood, Executor...... 
Waters, T. E., Esq., late of Hack- 
ney, by Rev. G. Collison, and as 
J. Taylor, Esq., Executors. . 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The suggestion from a very old friend at Andoyer has been conveyed to a dis- 


tinguished advocate of the cause of the negroes. 
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THE CONTINENTAL HERALD. 


Now 2. 


in offering this Second Continental Herald to the public, the Com- 
mittee of the Baptist Continental Society beg leave again to call the at- 
tention of the Christian public to the exhausted state of its finances, 
and would urge upon them to come forward before it is too late to re- 
eruit its funds, and to discharge its debt; and thus to save from anni- 
hilation a Society which has already been blessed of the Lord to the 
conversion of souls; and for the accomplishment of whose benevolent 
objects the great Head of the Church has raised up instruments in 
foreign lands, who are devoted to his service, and who wait butfor the 
support of those to whom these lines are addressed, to be enabled to go 
forth on their blessed vocation. ; 

The Treasurer has already advanced about £300, and it was deemed 
necessary, at the last Committee meeting, to discharge three Agents, 
which, unless the present appeal should be met much more liberally 
than any former, will be but a preparatory step to the dissolution of the 
Society. 


On the 3rd of June last, M. de Rodt, a Swiss gentleman who came 
to this country for the purpose of obtaining admission into the Christian 
ministry, was solemnly set apart to the sacred office at the Rev. Dr. 
Cox’s Chapel, Hackney. The following translation of an Address de- 
livered by him on that occasion, cannot but be interesting to our 


readers. 


death of my mother, to whom I was su- 
premely attached, was the first appeal tomy 
heart. A near female relative, converted 


It is with emotions of respect, of joy, and 
of gratitude, that one of your brethren from 


a distant land presents himself before you, 
to obtain the fulfilment of his first earthly 
desire, by being invested with the high 
office of the Christian ministry. For this 
purpose you require a relation of his ex- 
perience, his principles, and his future vo- 
cation. May it please the Lord to enable 
him to give it in truth, simplicity, and hu- 
mility, ever keeping in view His glory ! My 
conversion from darkness to the marvellous 
light of the Gospel was effected in a manner 
little peculiar or extraordinary, when I was 
about thirteen years of age. The sudden 


through the same event, was the chief in- 
strument of which the Lord made use to lead 
me, as well as several other members of the 
family, to Him who only is life. My father 
was then a prefect of government, in a re- 
tired part of the country in the Jura. He 
consented that my aunt, who occupied the 
place of my mother, should freely profess 
her faith in the Saviour, and receive his 
children, Public assemblies were soon 
formed, and this was the commencement of 


the revival of religion in that part of the 
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Canton of Berne. The pastor of the place, 
and three tutors whom I had successively, 
were converted, and are now evangelical 
pastors, Many students left us to enter the 
Missionary Institution at Basle, one of whom 
now labours in Africa. Though at this 
period my faith was enveloped in much 
darkness, I already entertained a desire to 
embrace the ministerial vocation, but ex- 
ternal circumstances suppressed this desire. 
Placed ata singularly youthful period of my 
life in the career of my ancestors, which 
was that of the magistracy, I advanced 
under the direction of providence rapidly, 
and, at the age of twenty, became one of the 
secretaries of government. But it became 
apparent that I was placed in this situation 
not to acquire distinguished honour, but to 
bear a more striking testimony to the truth 
of God, Switzerland was then, with regard 
to religion, in a state of remarkable pro- 
gression. Everywhere, but particularly in 
French Switzerland, an awakening was mani- 
fest. Bible and Tract Societies were 
formed, many ministers in the national 
church were converted, and became powerful 
instruments of the revival. The visits and 
residence of many English Christians in 
Switzerland contributed also powerfully to 
spread the truth in that country. In pro- 
portion as the revival went on and increased, 
dissent manifested itself. The ordinance of 
God relative to the union of his people was 
discerned and followed, and the promotion 
of their mutual edification, as well as a con- 
viction of the profanation of divine things 
in the national church, led many Christians 
to separate from it. Numerous churches 
were formed, and through the grace of God 
walked in the simplicity of the truth, and in 
the power of piety. The governments were 
struck with this new phenomenon, and in- 
censed by the forcible testimony which a 
true church, separated from the state, bore, 
even by its very existence, to the errors of 
the world. They resolved to maintain, by 
secular power, their assumed rights of sove- 
reign bishops of the church, and took severe 
measures against the sectaries. Numerous 
banishments occurred solely on account of 
celebrating public worship, or the com- 
munion, without the pale of the churches, 
At Berne almost all the little Society just 
formed, and which was composed of thirty 
persons, was expatriated, At this period I 
was not among those who were called sepa- 
ratists, but the question engaged my at- 
tention, and, after a long conflict against 


the truth, I could no longer resist it, though ' 


I foresaw at once, and under the most 
sombre colours, the consequences of this 
step; the ruin of my political expectations 
and temporal prosperity, the opprobrium of 
my family, and the terrible blow inflicted 
upon the heart of a father of whom I was 
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the chief earthly hope. The Lord was, 
however, stronger than my weakness, and I 
became united to the little remnant of the 
original society. The government was in- 
formed of it, manifested its displeasure, and 
commanded me to leave these assemblies. 
I dared not obey and submit to their au- 
thority, notwithstanding my respect and 
warm attachment for these magistrates, 
whose friendship I possessed, and many of 
whom were my near relatives. They 
adopted also many friendly measures to 
withdraw me from the path of Christian 
obedience. I had private and kind inter- 
views with one of the principal, and with 
many others, of the members. They pro- 
posed to me leave of absence in order that I 
might mature, in a foreign country, my new 
principles, before I exposed myself to their 
fatal consequences. But I could not take 
counsel of the flesh, and the Lord enabled 
me to bear testimony to his will with much 
power and freedom, The government, per- 
ceiving the failure of all their benevolent 
measures, and wearied and irritated by my 
resistance, which they denominated obsti- 
nacy, folly, and rebellion, pronounced, 
though with a favourable. testimony to my 
previous conduct, suspension from my 
ofice, afterwards imprisonment, and at 
length, after a month’s detention in prison, 
dismissal from my place, and banishment for 
an unlimited period. Thus, cast out from 
my country, and deprived of the only occu- 
pation for which my education had qualified 
me, and which I could not pursue in a 
foreign land, nothing could prevent my im- 
mediate entrance upon the Lord’s service ; 
and the desire of being consecrated to the 
ministry was powerfully re-awakened. Many 
faithful pastors confirmed me in this desire, 
and I commenced my studies in Greece, under 
the direction of M. Malan, and afterwards 
continued them with one of my friends, M. 
Vivien, a pastor at Montbeliard, in France, 
during three years. I should at the present 
period have been ordained under the di- 
rection of these two servants of God, to 
whom I am strongly attached; but, during 
the past autumn, a change occurred in my 
opinions which destroyed this hope. I be- 
came a Baptist in sentiment, and on this 
account these ministers scrupled to portici- 
pate in my ordination; and this is one of 
the chief circumstances which determined 
me to apply for this purpose to you, my 
much honoured brethren, during my short 
abode in your country. 

The expression of my faith, with regard 
to the fundamental truths of religion, is such 
as [have had the happiness to hear amidst 
you. I profess my belief in one sole Divine 
Essence, in the revelation of three persons, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

I believe that the human race are fallen 


or 
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from their original purity; that they are 
dead in sins, and incapable of rescuing 
themselves from eternal perdition. I be- 
' lieve that the Son of God, manifested in the 
flesh by the will of the Father, and by the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, has accom- 
plished the salvation of his people by his 
sacrifice, and by his resurrection. I believe 
that faith in the Saviour is the character- 
istic of the people of God, and that whoever 
professes it, and denies it not by his con-> 
duct, ought to be received as a brother, with 
all that charity which Christ has manifested 
towards us. I consequently believe that it 
is sufficient to be a child of God to have the 
right of admission into the churches of 
Christ, whose only design is the edification 
of his body, by the preaching of the truth, 
and by the exercise of charity and disci- 
pline. This expression of my faith is con- 
formable to that ofmost of the Swiss churches. 
If the Lord through his grace should honour 
me with the ministerial vocation, I conceive 
that my post will be that of an evangelist in 
my country, and a pastor over the little 
church of Berne, The sentence of my 
banishment was repealed by the ancient 
government, and, what is remarkable, by a 
unanimity of yotes. Thus, when during the 
past year I returned to Berne for a short 
time, many of the principal magistrates re- 


ceived me with much affection, and invited | 


me to return and establish myself in peace, 
assuring me, not only that I should be tole- 
rated as a dissenter, but that I should even 
be recognized as a minister if I became in- 
vested with that office ; which would be the 
first instance of the recognition of a dis- 
senting minister in the canton of Berne. 
These singularly favourable circumstances, 
as well as the decided and repeated requests 
of the church at Berne, which has no 
pastor, and increases under the care of a 
French brother, have directed my attention 
to my country, and my native town. A 
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knowledge of the language and habits of the 
people; my numerous relatives; the de- 
ficiency of labourers in German Switzer- 
land ; my circumstances, which enable me 
to be independent of the brethren, and of so- 
cieties, by residing with my family: all 
these are so many indications in which I 
conceive I recognize the divine will relative 
tomy post. But itis a field of difficulty. 
There are few evangelical ministers in the 
national church ; and, being the first and the 
only evangelical dissenting minister in the 
canton, I shall have to struggle against a 
colossal opposition, not omly on the part of 
the numerous mercenaries, who bear for their 
condemnation the title of ministers and 
pastors, but even from some of the people of 
God, who are still held captive by the 
ancient and imposing forms of the national 
church. There is, however, reason to be- 
lieve that these national forms will speedily 
fall before the attacks of a gross infidelity, 
which in Switzerland, as elsewhere, is now 
tearing away the mask of Christianity, and 
that the Lord will instruct his people by 
the force of circumstances to unite together. 
I conclude, by expressing to you, much 
honoured brethren, my regret at not being 
able to address you-in your language, and 
being thus obliged to repress the emotions 
with which my heart is overcharged in 
prospect of the solemn office which the 
Lord will grant me, I trust, through your 
hands. May his Spirit deign efficaciously to 
consecrate me for his service, and recall me 
to your remembrance before the throne of 
grace, when I shall be called to sustain, far 
from you, the difficult warfare of a servant 
of God. If [ considered only my own 
no&hingness, I should not be able to enter 
upon this solemn charge, the difficulties of 
which, as they already present themselves 
before me, fill me with dismay ; but my con~ 
fidence is in him through whom we can 
do all things, Amen, 


396 


EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


The first Extract is from the letters of Mr. Bost, an Evangelical Minister 
resident near Geneva, and who has been employed by the Society as an 
Agent, until within these last few months. 


Mr. Bost, in giving an account of a 
journey through some parts of Switzerland, 
says—‘‘ At Thun, the prefét of the district 
is a real and zealous Christian, He as- 
sembles congregations in his house, distri- 
butes tracts by hundreds, declares his sen- 
timents on every occasion without the 
slightest fear, and in spite of the infidel or 
supreme pastors. I continued my visit to 
Meyringen, and visited on the road two 
brothers who have long been in the habit of 
holding religious meetings in their re- 
spective villages. These religious meetings 
had always been tolerated ; but the religious 
liberty which more or less accompanies the 
revolutions of our days is still more favour- 
able to them than the previous toleration, 
At Meyringen ‘I found two separate con- 
gregations; one of them was the immediate 
effect of the visit of Messrs. Adolph and 
Lange; the other, which had subsisted 
many years, seemed to be dead of old age, 

“but it has been re-animated and rendered 
much more numerous by the transient visit 
of these two brethren.” 

In another letter dated Lyons, August 
10, 1832, Mr. Bost says—‘‘In this town 
there has been for some time past a small 
congregation, consisting of about thirty 
persons, who are unconnected with any es- 
tablishment. On the first day of my arrival 
here I baptized, by immersion, two of this 
small flock in the Rhone, and the following 
day I baptized another of them, who was 
just recovering from a severe illness, in a 
tepid bath. I may say that the baptism of 
the two first had in it something very so- 
lemn, The weather was remarkably fine ; 
and having in view most of this great city, 
the second in France, we thought of these 
events as preparations for new churches for 
these parts, and were enabled to pray the 
Lord that he would be pleased to give great 
and happy results to these early baptisms. 
My arrival, and the quickness with which I 


applied myself to these baptisms, have, 


given to the movement which had already 
taken place an increased action, and more 
consistence to the Baptist portion of the 
people. And now, to return to more general 
views of Christianity. O what a vast field 
is this France! O what a vast field is this 
Christendom! But they have become really 


heathen. And yet how many souls, in spite 
of this general decay,—how many scattered 
souls are breathing after something else 
than what they have at present! My heart 
leaps for my country, to relieve so many 
wants and miseries, accompanied with so 
many subjects of hope.” 

In another letter dated Geneva, Sept., 
1832, Mr. Bost says—‘‘ At Tullin, in the 
department of the Isere, we celebrated the 
first Lord’s Supper that has ever been in this 
place according to the institution of the 
Scripture. We had in the afternoon and 
evening delightful meetings. Afterwards 
Monsieur Petit Pierre, the pastor, and an 
individual named André, set out for the 
river Isere, where I baptized them both. I 
was requested to visit several new churches 
in the neighbourhood where the question of 
baptism is agitated, and where there are 
already several Baptists, but I could not 
spare the time. I have one wish that over- 
comes all others—that of preaching the 
gospel in the extensive field of France. 
The poor French people are so wicked only 
because the gospel is not announced to 
them.” 

In November, 1832, Mr. Bost writes— 
**During the year that I have devoted to 
my various journeys, the state of a great 
number of churches is greatly altered, and 
amongst some, totally. I have been the 
only person who, in administering baptism, 
wherever it has been desired, have borne 
the animadversions of Christians far and 
near, and by doing so have exposed myself, 
in a word, to all those disagreeables to 
which the Baptists are exposed—as you 
know as well as myself. And I have en- 
deavoured, and I hope successfully, by the 
grace of God, to lessen, in a considerable 
degree, by much patience and love towards 
all the brethren, the bad odour which the 
name of Baptist generally carries with it. 
T have just returned from a journey to Lau- 
sanne, Neuchatel, Veyay and Aigle. In the 
two last places I was requested to baptize. 
The whole church at Vevay is deeply in- 
terested about baptism, and I believe thatin 
a short time we shall see many of them de- 
claring themselves fully for believers’ bap- 
tism. At Aigle I baptized the youthful leader 
of a small dissenting flock, with four other 
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persons, T will not enlarge, in details, re- 
specting the remainder of my journey, 
which has been, I have reason to believe, 


greatly blessed to the general interests of 
the gospel.” 


Mr, Froéelick writes—* On Sunday, 2nd 
Sept., at Lungnan, the number of hearers was 
400 or 500. I preached for about three hours. 
Tdo not know what the Lord has done for his 
cause in this place, but, after the diversion 
from the object which the enemy has oc- 
casioned, I conclude it will not be without 
fruit. The brethren strongly urged my re- 
maining there some time, and had arranged 
for the whole of the following week the days 
and places where I should hold meetings 
(for the church is dispersed in all directions 
within three leagues of Lungnan), but it 
appeared that we had settled without our 
host, for it happened quite otherwise than 
we had intended. The next morning one of 
the brethren, a member of the assembly of 
citizens, came and informed me that the 
elder pastor of the place had entered into 
the midst of the assembly, and cried out 
against me with much bitterness ; he wished 
to warn every father of a family against a 
seducer named Frdéelick, who, after having 
been driven from Argorie on account of his 
disorderly life, had now come here and was 
putting every one into agitation, &c. 
Against this accusation the brother rose 
fearlessly, and spoke in my defence against 
the pastor; so that there arose a violent 
contest between them in full assembly. In 
the afternoon a gens d’armes came to my 
lodging, and read me a citation to appear 
before the bailiff at four o’clock. The 
accusations alleged were: 1. That the 
brethren had lodged me. 2. That they had 
allowed me to preach without asking per- 
mission; whereas, no one may preach but 
such as are appointed. 3. That they had 
admitted into their assemblies those who 
were not entered in their register of baptism. 
4, That reports had reached the bailiff from 
different quarters, that by my preaching 5! 
had caused discord, trouble, and division in 
families. His sentence against me was, 
that I should leave his jurisdiction in the 
space of twenty-four hours, and that as to 
the elders and those who had supplied me 
with a place, he would fine them. Atnight 
there assembled around us a number of per- 
sons who were grieved at this proceeding. 
As to myself, I gave them a farewell address, 
and urged them to remain firmly attached 
to Jesus Christ, and to bear fruit to his 
glory. ’ 

In another letter written from Brugg, in 
Argovie, and dated October 12, 1832, the 
same writer says: “A brother in whose 
house I held a meeting was, on that account, 
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called before the authorities; and, after 
being asked a variety of questions, and in- 
sulted by the multitude in every possible 
way, having made a confession of his faith, 
he was condemned to a fine of fifty Swiss 
francs, besides all the expenses, amounting 
altogether to about eighty-five French 
francs. Like most of the Baptists he is 
very poor, and, on being ordered to pay the _ 
money, he said he had no money in his 
pocket. They then replied scornfually, 
“Go then to your Saviour and Froelick, and 
get it from them.” Even unbelievers who 
heard this discourse were offended at it. T 
had still the small sum that had been col- 
lected by the assembled brethren at Thun. 
I applied it to payment of part of the sum ; 
the remainder we collected together, each 
giving according to his ability. 

On the 24th of Sept. several other per- 
sons were cited to appear for the same rea- 
son. Believers are, however, not only wil- 
ling to confess their faith, but to bear every 
suffering if such should be the will of God. 
During the summer our friends used to hold 
their prayer and Bible-meetings as early as 
three o’clock in the morning, thus dimi- 
nishing from sleep rather than from the time 
of working.” 

In a subsequent letter Mr. F. says “I 
visited the canton of Thurgau, and first went 
to those places where I preached the Gospel 
four years since. I was rejoiced to find 
that a congregation of believers has been 
formed there since that time, not indeed 
without suffering much opposition from the 
ungodly, yet they have been mercifully 
protected by the Lord, On leaying the 
Canton of Thurgau, I went into the city 
of St. Gallen, where are several congre- 
gations, but divided by human names, 
Faithful preachers are now sought out for ex~ 
pulsion from the national church. In the Can- 
ton of Basle and at St. Gallen the supreme 
Council has declared all their Churches 
vacant, These are events which will lead _ 
many to consider. After this I went into 
the district of Nerisau, and found persons 
willing to receive the truth. From thence 
I came into Rottenburg, where, many years 
since, a good many souls were awakened, 
and are only waiting for proper instruction 
and guidance to increase their number. 
Here I have held meetings, which are more 
and more attended; here are some decided 
characters, who are convinced of baptism, 
and can no longer unite with the National 
Church.” : 

In January 18 and 19 last, the same writer 
says: ‘1 returned from my tour at the con- 
clusion of the year to Brugg. I have wit- 
nessed in this place, and in the place from 
whence I wrote to you last, such a blessing 
on the word as is truly wonderful. My 
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whole heart has been engaged in prayer to 
God that he may preserve those souls in his 
name, and that he may make the imperisha- 
ble seed of his word fruitful to their salva- 
tion. Since my return I have again received 
three members by baptism, and others have 
expressed a desire to be baptized, Some 
time ago an event of a different nature oc- 
curred. A child was born to a Baptist 
brother, and because he refused to have him 
baptized, the minister of the place summoned 
him before a magistrate. In consequence 
of this, four gens d’armes appeared before the 
house of the brother, whom they carried to 
prison. On the following Sunday the child 
was removed by force and brought to bap- 
tism, after which the brother was released 
from prison. Such tyranny over the con- 
science exists with us at Argoyie. 

*¢ J will communicate to you the following 
‘delightful feature. An eminent Christian, 
whose acquaintance I made in Zoggenburg, 
who also received me into his house, has 
since written to me a letter in which he ex- 
presses himself as follows: ‘ When you go 
to London, give our hearty salutations to 
the brethren, and tell them that we are 
thankful to them in the Lord, that they are 
remembering us—the poor inhabitants of 
Switzerland; that they are taking an 
interest in our spiritual welfare, and are 
endeavouring to promoteit. Oh, may the 
Lord richly reward them for this benefi- 
cence!’ And afterward he says: ‘Since 
you have been away,-we have heard many 
arguments both for and against the baptism 
of believers, from many members of our 
congregation; but against it are only those 
who do not see the power and importance 
of true baptism, and who do not know 
what a communion of believers ought to be.” 


M. Haimez, one of your agents at Genlis, 
in the North of France, in a letter dated 
the 10th of July last, mentions various 
places in the neighbourhood of Genlis, where 
he has been frequently to preach the Gospel, 
where he always finds ready access to the 
people, and where there are several persons 
whom he believes to be really converted to 
God, He also says: ‘‘ During the last three 
weeks, a religious movement has mani- 
fested itself in Genlis and its neighbour- 
hood. Our meetings have been attended 
more numerously ; but the priest and the 
heads of the commune have put so many 
hindrances in the way, that many of those 
who united in them have withdrawn, so 
that they are not more numerously attended 
now than they were before. I believe that 
the Divine seed is sown in the hearts of 
many of those who have withdrawn, and I 
hope that God may cause it to spring up in 
his time. Many persons come from the 
surrounding villages, and meet on the Sab- 


~ converted. many years. 
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bath at Genlis. I hope that some day @ 
little Christian church will be formed here. 
The small number of Christians here con- 
tinue to persevere in the ways of holiness. 
Some time ago I was at Marmont, in order 
to baptize some persons of Genlis. I also 
baptized one of my sisters, who has been 
There is still at 
Genlis a person who is very desirous to be 
baptized, but I do not yet feel assured that 
she is truly converted.” 

In January of the present year, M. 
Haimez writes: ‘‘ My courage has been re- 
vived a little by the conversion of several 
persons at Genlis. I hope there are sull 
many others in this commune who are not 
far from the kingdom of God. Amongst 
the labouring classes there is a considerable 
number who evince a desire to unite in our 
assemblies ; but the priest and the mayor, 
being informed of it, unite together to de- 
vise every day some new obstacles to pre- 
vent them from doing so. Being no longer 
able to avail themselves of the law to 
tyrannize over conscience, they employ 
every means in their power to retain in the 
darkest ignorance of superstition those who 
appear desirous to emerge from it; even 
endeavouring to deprive them of all means 
of subsistence the moment it is known they 
have attended our meetings. Nevertheless, 
I hope thé Lord is working in many, even 
of those who are restrained by the fear of 
man from joining us. That which leads me 
thus to hope is, that many of these persons 
seek opportunities of conversing with Chris- 
tians, and commend themselves to their 
prayers. There are others who attend our 
meetings, but only at night, through fear of 
being seen of men.”’ He further says, ‘I 
visited a little time since the little church 
at Bertry, which is composed of twelve or 
fourteen members, This church is formed 
on the strict communion principle, At 
Ligny the church is composed of twenty- 
two or twenty-three members, the greater 
part of whom are Baptists. The congrega- 
tion at Bertry would be much more nu- 
merous if the little chapel which the bre- 
thren commenced last year was finished, 
for there are thirty Protestants who assem- 
ble together in a house, and who would 
doubtless attend at the chapel if it were 
finished. But alas, the number of Chris- 
tians is so small, and they are all so poor, 
that I cannot tell when it will be finished! 
The masonry and roof are finished, but the 
brethren are already more than £17 in 
debt, and it will require £36 more at least 
to finish it. If the Lord himself does not 
provide them some help, it will not yet be 
completed for two years.” 


: M. Vierne, who is labouring in Montbe- 
liard, a large town in the East of France, 
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writes in September last: “Our two dea- 
cons have become Baptists. One of them 
is prevented at present, by illness, from un- 
dergoing the ordinance ; the other, M. De 
Rodt, was baptized on the 26th of August, 
in the midst of an open assembly. This 
meeting has been blessed. Six persons 
have expressed a desire to be baptized. In 
general, the members of our church are de- 
cided for adult baptism.” 

In December of last year, M. Vierne 
writes : ‘‘ The three young women of whom 
I wrote to you persevere in the good senti- 
ments they have expressed, although they 
appear intimidated by the menaces of their 
masters. One who has received the Guspel 
has been obliged to leave her place on ac- 
count of her profession of faith. 1 saw her 
yesterday ; she was quite well, and joyful in 
the Lord. We have written to Switzerland 
to get her a place amongst some pious peo- 
ple. I visited one of our brethren of Bet- 
trancourt; his daughter perseveres in the 
truth. Two women came to me at his 
house, desiring to hear something of the 
word of God : both appear to me to seek the 
kingdom of heaven. One of them is married 
to one of our enemies, who threatened to 
shoot me a short time since, if ever I re- 
turned to the village. But God has not 
permitted him to put his threat into execu- 
tion. He has since read some tracts that I 
gave to his wife, and expresses a desire that 
I should visit them. I hope much of these 
two persons.” M. V. describes an inter- 
view with a young man whose legs had been 
paralysed for twenty years, who was in soul 
trouble, but knew not the way of salvation ; 
he says that he seemed to devour the Scrip- 
ture which he read to him, and he had since 
heard that the young man had been from 
that time blessed with perfect peace and 
tranquillity. He continues : “‘ We shall soon 
baye some more baptisms amongst us. ‘Two 


399 


of our brethren, and two of our sisters from 
the country, have been taught by the Holy 
Spirit on the subject of Baptism.” 

On the 7th of March last, M. Vierne 
writes: ‘‘ The Lord has induced a female, 
who is in business at Montbeliard, to perse- 
vere in her attendance at our meetings; he 
has opened her heart to understand the 
Word. She was formerly a bigotted Catho- 
lic, but several weeks since she renounced 
papacy. At Blassengeaux, our brother 
Luchard has had the joy to see two of his 
children come to the knowledge of the 
Lord.” 


M. Thiefiry, who resides at Saulzoir, 
also in the North of France, in a letter 
dated August of last year, after speaking of 
numerous meetings which he had held, and 
of the willingness of the people to hear the 
Gospel, writes: “On Sunday the 8th, I 
went to Nomais. In the morning Mr. Bar- 
bery presided at the meeting—I prayed and 
exhorted. In the afternoon, I held the 
meeting. Thursday evening, I baptized 
two brethren in a stream which divides 
France from Belgium. It was solemn and 
edifying—four of us prayed. After they 
were baptized, we again knelt down, and 
gave thanks toGod. It was moving to hear 
them pour out their hearts to God in praises 
and blessings for the grace he had just 
granted them to fulfil that commandment, 
Sunday, August the Sth, after the morning 
service, I baptized a brother from Cambray. 
Sunday, the 12th, I baptized two brothers 
and one sister at Nomais—it was edifying : 
many prayed before the baptizing, and gave 
thanks afterwards, The cholera has reached 
here just as many persons were to be bap- 
tized. Should the weather be mild, before 
a fortnight many will,be baptized.” 

On the 9th of September, M. Thieffry in- 
forms us that he baptized a sister at Saulzoir. 
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Josrern GuRNEY in Account with the Baptist Continental Society. 


Dr. Cr. 
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To Collection at Public Meeting 27 0 0|| By Balance due last Year...... 28 14 
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